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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The views of Episcopacy exhibited in the follow- 

, iDg pages, were first submitted to the public iu an 

article in the " New Bnglander," for January, 1844« 

With the consent of the editor of that work, and by 

the advice of brethren whose opinions it is the duty 

and pleasure of the author of the article to respect} 

it is now reprinted in this form. This is done from 

no desire to interfere with the internal afliurs of 

another denomination, but because the churches and 

the community have a right to know what is the 

essential tendency of Episcopacy, under its best 

forms. Entertaining the views expressed in thii 

article, as the result of all the attentioii which I have 

^'■^ been able to give the subject, — though ready to be 

^ corrected if I am in error — I have no unwillingness 

pi to be known as the author, and it no longer appears 

-J> as anonymous. 

ALBERT BARNES. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 21, 1844. 
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THE POSITION 



XVAMaSUCAL PARTY IN THB EPISCOPAL QBVRCB: 



It is from no desire to intermeddle with the inter- 
nal affairs of another denomination of Christians, 
that we introduce to our readers the subject which 
we have placed at the head of this article. Nor is 
ft from any wish to take advantage of the present 
troubles and growing dissensions of the Episcopal 
Church to make converts to our better faith, or to 
make reprisals for the accessbns which they have 
sought to gain from the disputes and divisions of 
other denominations. We have listened in calmer 
times with proper interest to their proclamations of 
their own unity, while other churches have been 
rent into factions, or threatened with schism. We 
have seen a few from other churches, charmed with 
this proclamation of unity, and professedly won by 
the hope of peace, leave the connections in which 
they were trained, and attach themselves to Episco- 
pacy. But they have not been men whose departure 
the churches have had occasion to regard as a serious 
calamity, or whose recovery would be worth any 
very serious eflfort. We are content that they shouM 
minister in their new connection, we hope with greater 
Buocess than was promised in their former relations^ 
1* 
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and wkh all the peace and oonrfbrt which it may be 
possible for them now to obtain. 

We feel that we have a right to advert to this 
subject only so far as it pertains to the cause of our 
common Christianity. In their internal affairs; 
their questions of precedency and order ; their family 
afiections or alienations ; their domestic difficulties^ 
troubles^r joys ; their questions about the relative 
rights and powers of bishops, priests, deacons, or 
laymen ; — we claim no right and have no dispositioa 
to interfere. The limits of courtesy and propriety 
on such itmtters are settled. With the domestic 
concerns of a neighbour — the family jars, lovest 
alienations, modes of living, style of dress or inter* 
course, we have no right to intermeddle. It is their 
own concern, and they have a right to manage it ia 
their own way. We are not to to " busy-bixlies in 
other men's matters." We are not to attempt to 
foment divisions ; or to aggravate a family quarrel i 
or to utter the note of triumph over their dissension^ 
^-though it should be to mei^ and ward off re^ 
preach^ on account of our own; nor are we tp 
iaterfeie with a view of encouraging a feebter party 
against a stronger in order to ' prolong the strife ^ 
rodd the family asunder, nor to make needleps proola^ 
matioQ of what we may happen to know of th)i^ 
ikm\y jar. We go even farth^ than this. . We 
should not feel oufselved at liberty in such a domestic 
difficulty to lend our aid or to give our counsel tp one 
of the parties that we regarded as indubitably rights 
and that hel4 opinions in accordance with our own, 
in order to prolong the difficulties there or to prevent 
a reconciliation in any way which tbqr might fegard 
9«|irDper. 
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' BotthoreisaMOsemwIiiehthisbaeooiesaiixUtrr 
of common interest, and in reference to which there 
is common ground. If the neighbourhood is to be 
•^ifiected by this difference, we have a right to express 
our views. If there are common interests pertaining 
to the good order of society that are in danger qf 
.suffering, we have a right to lift up the voice in their 
<^efence. If principles are advanced by ej(her party 
which may affect the welfare of the community, we 
•are not at liberty to be silent. If the difficulty is the 
jregular and inevitable result of certain views which 
^•both parties publicly proclaim that tbey hold> we 
>^have a right to say so* And if one party is aiming 
^at an impracticable thing ; endeavouring, though in 
the most peaceful manner, and with the purest motives, 
to maintain principles and to accomplish objects which 
vare in their nature wholly at variance with those pn 
which the family has been uniformly administered, 
and to which that party also has solemnly expressed 
its assent, we do not suppose that we are forbidden 
.by any law of courtesy to express our convictionB 
• on th^ points, and to endeavour to derive from this 
inevitable want of harmony lessons that shall be.qf 
' value to the common causer 

Such we consider to be the present condition pf 
,the Efttscopal church. A cHsia has occurred in tji^t 
comiQUoion, such as it could have been foreseen by a 
moderate measure of sagacity must sooner or latc^r 
occur, and which, however it may be for a timp 
^suppressed, we venture to foretell will in some form 
^continue to break out, until " the church" is thorough- 
) ly reformed and prelacy abandoned. 

In the controversy. now waging there, the great 
'iotereiita of our commco Christianity aro afi^qted* 
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There are momentous questions at stake in wbi<^ all 
who love the religion of the Saviour are interested. 
There are points of much more importance than any 
ivhich can be raised about the qualifications of Mr. 
Arthur Carey for the ** deaconship." There are 
questions respecting the working of the system ; its 
fitness to promote unity ; the measures which are 
adopted to secure harmony ; the effect of those 
measures In suppressing the truth, preventhng freo 
discussion, and fostering error, and above all the 
general effect of the system of Episcopacy on evan- 
gelical religion, which it is the duty of every maa 
who conceives it possible — as it may be — that he or 
his friends should be invited to become an Episcopa- 
lian, to examine, and which the present outbreak 
furnishes an appropriate opportunity to examine. 
We have never had any sympathy for prelacy. We 
have never believed that it was the form of religion 
prescribed in the New Testament. We have always 
regarded it as a system adapted to cramp and crush 
the free spirit of the gospel. But we have had no 
doubt that there were many of the intdiiigent and 
the good among the followers of the Lord Jesus, who 
regarded it consci^tiously as the system prescribed 
in the Bible ; and we have supposed that there were 
mitids 80 formed that they would be better edified in 
connection with that form of religion than under a 
difierent method of organization. We think the 
time now has come to examine the influence of that 
system on evangelical religion ; and in order to make 
our inquiry definite, we propose to inquire into the 
present position of the evangelical, or as it is oflen 
called, the low church party in the Episcopal church. 
We shall inquire whether the objects at which they 
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*aimcaQ beseouied in that eoramaniaiiy'or'whether 
they do not necessarily meet with obstructions in the 
organization of the Episcopal church which will 
certainly prevent the accomplishment of those objects ; 
whether there are not in their forms of worship 
things which will inevitably cramp and crush the 
free spirit of religion ; and whether the Episcopal 
•church is not so organized as efiectually to secure 
the ultimate ascendency of the objects aimed at by 
the high church party. In other words the question 
is, whether Tractarianism is not a fair develqiNoent 
oi the system, and whether those views, if the present 
organization of that church should be continued, afe 
not destined to be ultimately triumphant. 

It is well known that there have been, perhaps 
from the commencement of its existence in this 
country, two parties in the Episcopal church. These 
parties are generally known by the names of the 
high and the low church^-or as the latter prefer, we 
.believe, to be called, the evangelical party. These 
parties have grown up, not from the nature of pre- 
Jacy, or by any tendency in the Episcopal ohurch to 
.foBi&c the aims sought by the evangelical party, but 
from the contact of ^iscopacy with the spirit of our 
4^, and with the free developments of Christianity 
^amoDg the other denominatk>ns with whom Episco-^ 
palians come necessarily in contact It is possible 
that the germs of these parties existed in the Episco- 
pal church in its incipient state in this country, but 
that which has now grown up into the evangelical 
party, we suppose would have been suppressed by 
,the overshadowing of the religion of forms, if it ha4 
not been excited and kindled by the reflected influence 
fOA the Episcopal church of the views and objecis of 
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evangelical ChHstians in other denominations. It 
has been apparent that other denominations greatly 
8m*passed the Episcopal communion in zeal for those 
things specially commended in the New Testament ; 
that they sought a more spiritual religion than had 
been common in the Episcopal communion; that 
they aimed more to convert and save the souls of 
men ; and that they sought in methods that fihd the 
undoubted sanction of the New Testament to spread 
the gospel around the globe. The question arose 
whether these objects could not be grafted on Episco- 
pacy, and whether without producing schism, and 
with the maintenance of the highest respect for 
prelacy and for the forms of religion, it was not 
possible to introduce the evangelical spirit into the 
bosom of the Episcopal church, and to what was 
regarded as the nobleness, venerableness, and autho* 
rity of her ancient forms, add the life and vigour and 
elastic energy which reigns with such power in 
other denominations. If so, it seems to have been 
supposed, there might be urged in favour of prelacy 
all that is now urged from the necessity of the 
"apostolic succession;'' all the authority of the 
Fathers ; all its boasted power to preserve the unity 
of the church ; and all the advantage derived from 
a staid and regular organization, united with all that 
commends evangelical religion to the hearts and 
consciences of men. It is not to be denied that there 
have been and are still in the bosom of the Episcopal 
church, men who strive sincerely and with a zeal not 
surpassed by those of other denominations, for the 
conversion of souls. They are men who would do 
honour to any cause, and whose life and labours 
would be a blessing to any commuoicm. It is thi» 
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fCirty wlttdi hftve endeavoNired to efigraft the fpifk 
of evangelical religion on the forms of prelaey ; and 
it is to their hc^y and devoted ^^rts that the reanU 
lias already more than onoe occurred that the Epis« 
cqpal church has been in danger of being rent in 
twain. It is not that they have aimed at such a 
disruption, but it has been that kibd of danger which 
would exist in a colossal statue of marble that a 
fissure would be caused by applying intense heat to 
ooe portion and not to the other. It has required all 
the power of numbers, influence, and prelatical 
authority on the part of the high church party, 
united with all the veneration of the low chmck 
pcurty for the church and her forms, to prevent such 
« rupture. Thus far this has been successful, and 
io every controversy of this kind the high church 
party have secured the victory, and the unity of tho 
ehureh has been preserved. We think the history 
tiius far furnishes an omen of most port^atoua 
cJiaracter in r^jard to the issue of such contentions 
•t present, and in all time to oome. We have oo 
«cpectation that tha low church party will ever gain 
the ascendency, or carry ultimately a single point* 
Our reasons for this opinkm will be seen in the pro* 
gress of our remarks. 

The present position of the parties in the Episcopal 
tburch, is not determined precisely by the diflerent 
views which characterize the high church and the 
evangelk^l party. There has b^n to some extent, 
a breaking up d the old lines of demarcation, and a 
somewhat modified arrangement. The controversy 
respecting Puseyism, is not precisely the same as tba 
controversy whk^h has hitherto prevailed. To a 
iUjperficial cimenet it might have been antkipatedf 
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, pei^^ tbfti tki low ebsndr party iv<Mtd'hfl5W Mei» 
K)UQd, without 9m exoeptioov mrrayed agatnet the 
doctrines of the TractapkiDs, and that the high church 
portion would hanie been as umformly fVieiKily to the 
Oxford thec^y. But this, if we correctly ander* 
atasd the matter, has not been |M«ci9ely the case. A 
portion of those who have been fsgankd as blghi 
ohureh, ha¥e made aa strenuous opposition to £e 
advaaces of this system as have besn witnessed ii^ 
any other quarter ; and some who have beem^gardiic^ 
as leaders of the evange^cal patty, have shown a* 
decided inclination to vindicate the most arrogant? 
jKurm in which the spirit of the Oxford theology couk^ 
manifest itself in this free country* Those of ^le^ 
, high ehurch, moreover, who have resisted theee- 
aggiesaiofi^) have shown no more affinity for the 
evangelksal portion than they did before^ In the- 
possible, but not probable event of a rupture in tke 
Jii^fiiscopcd church, they would andoubtedly be founc^ 
jranged with the friends of the Tractarian eause^no 
Blatter what thmr arroganoe, and no matter hofw neahr 
they approximale to Rome — rather than with th^ 
evangelKal party. This they wonld- do, imH because 
they love Puaeyism utore, bat because they love tke^ 
low church principle less. We appvehead also, that 
if the question of a possible ruptore should a<^ua!iy 
come up in the E^scopal ohnrch, it wmild beMfoond^ 
that what 4here is of the evaagehoal spirit in the other 
party wocid be suppressed or crushed, rather than tlrirt 
viatters sho<ild come to such a result.* Such is the 
inborn horror in the mind of a genuine Bplsdopalia^ 
at the very word sc/iMm^— though the whole systen* 
of Episcc^acy is a schism of the worst kind fron^ 
the proper sensa of the luiity of the i^mfa ; si9b 
the love of forms, of peace and of order ; such the 
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of vUiating the «« suoomaod f aod Meb the hmtf 
in spile of ezperi^ioe, that the free-horn spirit of 
Chri^iamtjT may liv<e and brsatbe under all the 
iw^unbent pfessure of those antiquated Ibrtns, and 
may move (hi to the 6oiique8t of the wcnrld, fttte^ 
and manaded as it must be, that these diffibuHies 
with Pussy ism wouM be greatly dimini^ed kf their 
▼iear, and thirt no one woaM dare to m^tioii the 
word separo^on. 

But our business now is not diMeily irith Posey^ 
ism* We wish to refer to the lines which taristei 
before the slight irregularity in Uie ranks of the 
parties, caused by the preTalence of the Tractatten 
theology^ (MM^rred* The cbaractsristo of the tw^ 
parties before the present diiBculties arose hi the 
Episcopal church, we shall prooesd to state as we 
understand them. ^ 

The views of the high dmreh party are aeeurately 
defined, and the points in which they difibr fh>m thehf 
low church brethren, as well as from all the dbaomi« 
nations of evangelical Christians, are well und^etood; 
They have never made any secret of them, and havef 
never propounded them as if they wished topracttoe 
any concealment, or r^rded them as myst^ies to 
be made known only lo the initiated. They hold, if 
we understand them aright, to the necessity of an 
actual, uninterrupted succession frem the Apostles, 
in ordw to the validity of the ministry. They faoki,< 
that the ministry of the church consists of three 
orders, and that the sapremaey is in the bishop ; that 
all the power of ordaining is in him, and that no one 
has any r^ht to officiate as a miiusier of religion in 
uy fonn, encept in virtue of the kupotttion ef Ms 
2 
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Tk6|F Md^ thai lo^ faun atoM ^jferraim ^ 
rifte oToonfifaialiQi], bM thai graee^ quite <ie8imklo> 
a not essential to salvatioa, is conveyed by that rite. 
They hcM ^bat there is no church b^ the ^iso^^al 
fhi»ch).fUMl that in any other body of persoea ibem 
'm no valid ininiatry» and are no valid 8aera«ie«it9» 
They hold tathe dootrine of baptismal regeneratioo, 
^iidjo $im efficaoy of the. saorasaeols by eome land 
9f opus epesfcUum. They hold, that tho^ who haam 
been baptised in a proper manner aie to be hrought 
l(» the bishop ^ideonfiraied, as soon m they can my 
llhe creed, the.L<»d's pfayer,.and the catociism, and 
Mn to be adi^itted to the chufch without, any special 
imi^ry ifHo their i^ituai state, or without gtvioi^ 
my distioet evidence of a change of hea«t, Th^y 
holdy that amch is the efficacy of ^ptism thus admio* 
titered, of coafirsMtion, of the observance of tha 
•ucharist, and of a connection with the true, apofi- 
lolieal Wireh, thai by this process their salvation 
viU be aocuie^ 

. They, lure opposed to revivals of religion, as the 
tmm h Commonly employed ; to prayer meeting ; 
to. " night services," and to all " voluntary" societies 
lor the spread c^, the gospeh They utterly refuse. 
Ml a body, to give the Bible without the Pray«i:« 
hook, and religiously abstain from all connection 
vith any association for promoting any religioua 
.^sject.ov^ of cQWiKtion with ^^ the Church." ,They 
tfiia no part . in a Bible, Sunday school, , tract, or 
nmonary sooiety,: where persons of other denomi^. 
nations are cooceniaed . in the directorship, or wh^?6 
Ih^r appearance .could be construed as an admission 
thatrotber denominations appertain to the church of 
,iSmA0 They iure aseo on no platfi^rm minglii^ 
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^th othef GlrrisHft^ hi the prom«(fon of die commm 
cause, and neither by thdr cctotribtrttens, thd? 
presence, nor their named, do thejr hoi any <xmn^ 
nance to any meeting or association whi(sh can be 
construed as a union of difibrent deoommtittons ef 
OhristiflpnS' for any object whatevei^ Ae memlteffe 
ef thechtii^b of Christ, as ministers of hb i^igmii; 
Diey hold that there can be no common ground eil 
trhich they can-meet others. As cHfieM, as neigh^ 
%ours, as fH^nds of Hteratare ; a» those whdmay hfe 
engaged in the business of mending ' a road, o^ 
ijiqiy ing a bridge, they may be connect^ wkh othen^ 
because these things can not be EpiseofMiliy devof 
tot they go no ftiirther. N<)t even in the tempenuMft 
"Cause wtU they associate with others. Of this vf^ 
know not'e3iact}y the reas<tti, whether •they aie 
unfriendly to teniperaDee prinoifto themselves, et 
whether they reganl iemperance as a part of i^Hj^ioti^ 
•and consider that it is not desiftble to pvemotell 
except somehow through the apostolic soccesa^efll 
We do not recollect that they have given to the 
public an opportunity of forming an opinion ^ these 
points. . j( 

As a consequence of these views, they legard :sU 
ether associations of men, however numerous and 
respectable, as left " to the uncovenanted nnerc^ of 
God." They are in this respect on the same platr 
form with the Jew and the Mussulman ; the Japaaese 
and the CaflTrarian. From the true church they ave 
♦•dissenters." They are without valid ordinances; 
without a valid ministry, and without the promises^ 
They meet in conventicles, not in churches ; they 
listen to the arguings of lajf^nen, ne^tathe teacbiligb 
of the atfthorifled nunisieni ef reMg^ They am 
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HpjWM te iafinMqr mt kmmmi in wifot yetm^ bj 
Ibidie who h«v>e no authority for doifig either; th^ 
fM^et^ btend and wine which in nowise ^a&m 
fiom cocomon bread and wine, except that they afe 
pAitakfm la sflMiller quantities and in a '* meetii^ 
jhottse;" they are ministered unto hy those wto 
.would oomtnit sacrilege l^ putidog on the mqrfies 
#i by geing iatoft fiulpit duly oonwerated ; and ^ley 
mo bumd in grouad that hasnever been comecrateA, 
m4 by. those who, as they have no r%ht to address 
Ike living in the name of Chrisl, have no r^ht t# 
pfteiate at the ^nves of the dead. They may 
Mmi be saved^-but who may not be? Ood is 
liiai(»fiili uid they have the same chanoe of sidvaliott 
timt the bett^ povt of the heathen have-^nd n» 
Ollieiv These, if we uadenitand them, are the lea^ng^ 
ffiewe of the high church party. We hare designed 
not 10 do injustice to them, and we have the means 
pf subatantii^tng the oori^taess of Mb ref^fesentai. 
tkm by the highest authorities in the EpiseofNd 
flhwrob.f 

* • To the view here presented, that the tendency of the 
Idgh church opinions is to ** unchurch" all others, justice 
Ttrqulres thiit we shoald notice one eiceptiqn. It is the 
only one which hiku fallen under our obseivation. It is 
that of the Ht, Rev, H, U* Onderdonk, D. D^ of the diocess 
of Pennsylvania. He says, (Tract on EpiEcopacy,) "By 
the present writer this consequence [th&t of unchurching^ 
crthar detiominations] is not allowed." He states no reaf- 
^na why it is not allowed^ nor does he attempt to show 
how this admission of the fact that others are not aa» 
churched, is consistent with certain principle* which he 
has iaid down. We have never been able to make oirt 
the consistency of the admisaion with the views which he 
defends in that " Tract,' ^ and we merely record it as a 
fati which we regard as an exception to the g^eral vievt 
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»fe not^ieas fmnintely'deftiied. Ift^nKMl erf* tiieM 
things whicb ckamotenze the high ohofch) th«y ftfii 
mited with them. They are' not '* a whk behind 
the cbicfest" of that periy in the belief ef the^apMf 
tdie aMcceiBion f in gbnpifyiisg ther Prayer-book* r fk 
xttrahneat to '* «Jke Chiitcb ;'^ in the f»th that « 
▼alid mhiistry is foond only in conoeetton with piiifc 
lacy;?} and in. strenuous' endeavoors "to premoie the 
lateraita of the Bpiaoopal sect. They do no nuM 
than the highest Pttseyite would dO)< in recogniriifg 
ihsimifiUters of atiothor denei»i«atioii as authofiisd 
to p(reach the gospel oi to administer theisaera mefl m 
Thi^ never imrite them to preaeh, find neter appeaf 
with them in any soeh eot>n6ctton a»: to* shew thM 
they regard them as the mtmters'of the Lord Jesael 
They recognize their bap(}sRr*no more, we hetieTist 
than thsy wo«ld that' of hiytnen, and, in eomitioil 
with their high^hurc^ brethrm, they ex|«et- tiki 
ihose who come .among them from other churches; 
if private members, will submit to the rite of cenillM 
mation ; if rninisEerSj that ihcy will abjure iheir 
farmer ordiniitionf and submit to the imposition of 

of tliat partv. We sec no w^jr of cxpluirtlng it, except 
by asciibin'T it to the pfnmptin^a <jf tL beTievolent heat^ 
which shrjink fmmthe con elusion to which his rcssomtiff 
■wus. temlini3f, and which led him to expr&ssthe feeling' m 
kindness even at the sacfitice of bgic. Such an e^fprts- 
Bion of f^t'ling^ we will H!Wttys honor wherever wefitidit^ 
We only wish, as the feelings is undoubtedly rig-ht, that 
the lojjlc in til e Tract hud been such as wouUl have been 
con^^latent with It. Is that logic likely to be correct^ 
wliirb would rccprrre a. man either to suppress such a 
feeling', or to give vent to it in the face of nil his t-ca«Dn« 
in|>: ^ . ^-^ ^'^ mmaf^ ^ 
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9L mufj^ iB8lane0 thmy Imm mm ptotcxtia mgakMt i 
this «• imflf9per» or ev«i hlmedl that riwy itgm db d 
the pityima ordinatioft as diffinruig in any nwy fron 
lajMiMfaiatwii. Wfatk they sHonir coe wlio Imb 
him mkimd by Pafwl haodB t<i nmiislnr «t tkdr 
•ItMSivUui^ beii^ r^^m^mmeA^ and (^r no f«M«»« 
attaniBa^gWMt it^ w« sappoaotlwt tbenrit not a loirv 
ehureh minister in this land* who wookl oot ha 
(Annkod if a Presbyteitai nuMster shoaUlba^ateit* 
tad to the rankiof a *< pnast," orarenofa *^ deaoon/' 
inAont bemg fe<o9dajfied* We thinh ^Oi tlat the^F 
ai»4ia BMloaafer the Efioco^l ohnrdn and to its 

Suilding, as any higb-ehurchman can be* It iaan 
xst Mrer last sight of by m BpHM9opalian,«iid 
vhata^fii^ ntay be the plaee in lapfaiefa he iamekadtt 
biv ^OBftrovexay between the high and lew^chnrafai m 
in the dispuleB respei^fag the Oxford theologyy«id 
whatever aaay he the style of his int«rcourse mA ' 
mlM denomkiatiQBs, the obligatioa to remonbev ihe 
iatemits lof the Episcopal church is never far a 
moiaent forgotten. 

But wkh thaae views, the low dwrchman has 
endea^mired to blend oevtain others in which be 
greatly divei^ fVoni his high-ehnrch btf^bren, and 
in which he assimilates himself to other denomina* . 
tidns. He does not believe m the efficacy of forms 
for justification. He does not believe in baptismal ' 
in9generation« He holds to the doctrine d'jegeQera* 
tion by the agency of the Holy Spirit; in iuattfica<» • 
tfon solely by fhitb ; in sanctification, not by any 
cpu8 operalum of the sacraments, but by the word 
nnd Spirit of Ood; in the necessity of spirkual rel^ 
giMi tnthedmiiaof Aho}yUfe9 laAedbUgaliattSL: 
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^flldMQr (MNM6MM ttM ft MpMdWI ndlH tllft^MfMk 

H« ImMi ttel ttey who cone to tko Lwd^s taM 
shmidd te'OQBvertid as a quidifioalioQ* not tkat Ikojr 
riuaU OMne-Co be oanvertod* He daims the rigia 
<tf wBt ^^hriogHig tbose to the Uibep to be oeafirao* 
•dy^iwhan he doiai wt fegafd a» havitig afideaee ef 
truaifleiMremioD.^ Ht vreiSd gnaid the charob fion 
IheadflMflMOQ to ka Qedioaooea of any who A> qoI 
gwe endeaoa of tfoe piety* 

The kw oharohman ia ia gaaeml a Calvinfat, aad 
Inaqaeiifly of iha highest ofdev. Ha preaahea the 
ImasUiAg.doatnBesof the <»oaa,aBd ;a(lvoQiAQ8 the 
lofty theoMa of divihe aovoftigi^y ia the aaivatkm 

illhe -kHV'^iKdiinaB believea in the neoeeaity <rf* 
apacial afibria ibr the aalvatioa of onaa. Ha behevaa 
thafc|mryer msetioga are adapted to promote the odi# 
fidntieaof beltefftni, and to aecme the aalvatioQ of 
staMfB. He is DO eoeiny of ^* night aieetiogs," aad 
iaao much the friead of '^pratmatad affiMrts," thai 
ho:uiiilaa ohaarfiilly in *' astociatiooB" with bis own 
brethren, and in Episcopal ohurches» and sed(s to 
tuan^tha bad aod unauthorized arraaf^eats of bis 
own ofaurch, fi>r ^ observance of saints* days and 
aspeciisliyof Lent, into a series of protraeted preach- 
ing affiirti to promote levirals of idigkn* 

The low chnrchman is one who is witting to ael 
wkh Ihe friends of reKgioa, where he can meet them 
ona c iaai m on ground. He is wilting to engage in the 
eirei^tiaa oftbe Bibtet thoaph it have not the Prayer- . 
book attached to it-^reserving his aeal ibr the latter • 
lo beanantfested through a sodety in his own church ^ 
apacialiy orgaoiaed for that purpose, and reserving 
tehimialfth^right tafltamiwrtas miioh.seai l9r (bet , 
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with othera in the distributioo of tKaoto amiheiomnmM 

topical of religioo, and Jo ihe^establifthnMni of :Sab« 

bath schools, €ven should thoy aot becoBMoted widb 

the Bpiacopa^ deooBWiiatioQ* lo the cause of t ii np >< 

ranoe, of the Sabhtth, ofpromoiiogihe §oapA rnnomn 

sofupaeo, and io opposition to tba^ri ogmcy .MMl Aht 

a^grc^sslooa of the Papacy^ be « will naeel wilh*«tbis 

Christians in the same couumUos^rosai, )or.«B tb4 

ll^ipe platforoii but never •a« o^etgyrmn^ or in • such 

a way as to imply that those with whom. he mm^t^ 

dates are to be regarded as authorized' mimBimm ef 

the ^(flspeL . . . , ■ . .k 

We see thus in the Episcopal church two diifhict 

classes of men — classes that must, &om -the «HitM 

of the case, come into. frequent coliisioa. We ^m^ 

pose now to e^i^amine the position of the latter elaasi 

i^p^ially in regard to their reUtion to thair oiM 

church, and to the i^uestion wbeUnsK- they can «voa 

lucceed in the ol^ecU at which they aim* Wartgavd 

the question as one of great in(^rest and im por tw ist 

opt doubt/ui in our minds asto theis64iB,,kiia9fa 

stniggle throwing lighten the natuie of laligiMi, «hI 

as adapted to aid us in determining whetberi pselMft 

is the form of religion that, is revealed in tha'Nua 

Testament. If the experimeat should ;basiieoeBsfitl/ 

it would do something to roako us less dodUful 

whether the ministry was or^nised with ^^ the thm 

orders ;'' — if it always has been and must ha-a Aik 

lire, it is to us a clear demonstration that tha^baidi 

was organized on some other ibundatioik- i 

, We need not say, that 4n the main: oor^yaipathiea 

are wholly, with the^ low-cbtircfa party* With thtaivi 

of th^ other party wo have nm^i but^tbeloMMteoii 
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Mtfty, 90 ihr aftlhoy dMhr ftom thdt breCfiren (n tm 
Bplscttfmt oomfimnion, are aiming at the same objecti 
«s all the rest of the evangelical world, and are en- 
i)e»vouring to promote tho»B views of religion which 
'wa Mivre will ultimately triumph. Tl^ question 
nvith w is not whether the objects at which they thus 
jiitii ara right, and wHt ultimately be somehow secured 
Ml the eafth, but whether the Episcopal church can 
%6 imluedl with these principles, and whether they 
mIXi triumph in the controversies which inevitably 
mkm in their own denomination. Now in reference 
4o Hm queetioii, we shall state freely some views 
which seem to us to put this question to rest. 

The Urst is, that the object at which they aim has 
•vwr yet been accomplished. Tlie experiience of the 
'Wierld has been against it. We state a position here 
mkikk we think is the result of all experiments, and 
wkieh we diallenge the advocates of Episcopacy to 

■eftMe. It M, THAT IT HAS NBVEK BBBN POSSIBLB 
nnXAllBNTLTTO OONNBCT THB BELIOION OF FORKS 

wivs xvAHcnszAOAL bblioiom; or, what amounts tb 
4km same tlitng, that the Episcopal mode of worship 
turn nefer been permanently blended with the objects 
«t which the low churchman aims. We will first 
wttw to a few fitcts sustaining this position. We idiaH 
then take occasion to show why it is so. 

The attempt to unite the religion of forms with the 
fospel, has ofbn been made. There have been good 
inen connected with every fbrm of worship. iTiere 
liave been in all ages of the church, men who have 
«iaiiitained the doctrines of grace ; men who believed 
in all that constitutes evangelical religion; men holding 
Id iim entire depravity of men, tl^ doctrine of re- 
ga n eiai toa bjtfae agency of the Holy Spirit, the neoei^- 
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^ of ho^y lining and df a close umlk '^tb Oi W J 
who have endeavored to unite these things with tkb 
religion of forms. There have been, as there aw 
flow, those who have been warm friends of prayer 
meetings, and of revivals, and of efibrts to spread tfae 
gospel around the world, who have ^bed ian^^ 
«pirit of freedom amidst the pampous and inipoflitiK 
ceremonials of such a religion. They have l&mi 
sincerely the forms of religion; iHl^d they iMwa 
loved, with an ai>dour which nothing could >^itingiMi^ 
the pure doctrines of grace, and the holy aspifftlidini 
of Christianity. . Trained in the bosom of a dMirek 
prescribing pomp and splendour in public w^HeiMpy 
th«y have brought to its favour all the prejiydioiH'of 
education ; accustomed to use a Prayer4)ook £mm 
childhood, they love it as they do the home and JtiM 
companions of their youth; sincerely behoving t^ 
Episcopacy is the mode of worship prescribed In llw 
New Testament, they have been bound to it by aM 
the strength of conscience; or in lands where thb^ii 
prescribed by statute, and where it is the rel%ioQ'<^ 
the state, they have felt that every thing of a taaft^ 
poral nature depended on adhesion to if, sod hmit 
gincerely desired its perpetuity. At the same time 
they have loved evangelical religion. They haf« 
believed that it is the religion of the Bibfe. Th€{f 
have not doubted that it would finally prevail. They 
'have sought, therefore, to diffuse its spirit through tilie 
bosom of the Episcopal church. What now him 
been the lesson which history has taught t» in reu 
gard to the relation of the religion Of forms to evan^ 
•gelical religion? 

The Jewish religion, in the time of the Savieuf^ 
was a religion of fbmis. It ^d « strong reaemUaim 
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iaiiicii3r:re8p«9tft4aEpisco))ae)r» and indeed Bpise^ 
p«oy bos avowedly borrowed much from it, and oflen 
defends itself by a reference to the divinely appoint- 
•d pomp and pageantry of the temple service. There 
W«re» in the time of the Saviour^ a» there always had 
baeo, some pure worshipers of God in connection 
witb that system ; ibr Zacharias and Simeon, Anna, 
Elisabelbt and Mary were of that number. But the 
Saviour originated the evangelical system, and de- 
lifted it at once, wholly and for ever, from the Jew- 
jib forms. Hs seveied his whole churcb from it ; 
loquired his people to come out of it ; pronounced 
bis gospel to be free, and never meant that its free- 
dow s^Mild be crsunped by the religion of forma. 
Tbe rites which he appointed for his religion were as 
few as possible, and the most simple that can be con« 
M¥ed. He designated but two as permanent rites in 
the ohmish, nor did he appoint any other that can 
ivitb any propriety be designated as /* sacraments,'' 
0mn if tbtae should be* The two which be specified 
«re Baplisai and the Lord's Supper, and we venture 
i» say that if every Ibrm of religion ever propounded 
•iQong men were examined, two more simple or unos- 
luilalious ritOB could not be found. As the rites them- 
selves also, are tbe extreme of simplicity, so he made 
every thing about them as plain as they possibly 
eouild be. He iNreseribed no baptismal font of mass- 
isre gold) silver, or marble ; but the water taken from 
a running stream, or from a fountain bursting forth 
ia the doBert, would ans^r all the purposes of the 
mMern* He ordained no splendid communion-ser- 
vice to contain the symbols of his body and blood ; 
but tbe plainest cup and platter would suit the de- 
i^pia As tbeoe rites are as simple as possible^ so it 
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was remsonable to sapfKiw tbitt they fvoidd ba a8.f«» 
mote as any could be from abuse. Tbey wse tkm 
last things oo which it could be conceived to be pos- 
sible to rear a gorgeous superstructure of ^tfk^i 
pomp and power. Who could have imagimd. thai 
the simple rite of water baptism could ever be waf^ 
^ified into the doctrine of baptismal fegeaeratiociy or 
could become the instrument of giving digtiity and 
supremacy to the holy hands that weie appoiDtcid 
to administer it, and thus of sustaining the anc^^Hiit 
claims of a priesthood in the religion of forms, a«d 
be so tortured by the " cunning crafUneas" of lafo, 
as to be a substitute for the regenerating influ^ioQi 
pf the Holy Spirit 1 And what finite mind could tmrm 
anticipated the history of the Lord's Supper? WJio 
could have foreseen what the simple en^ms of 
bread and wine would be made to become wba» M- 
tached to a religion of forms, and what nae wotM 
be made of them in banishing evangelieal velig^ 
from the world? Who could have imapmed thd 
they would become the principal support of tlie meet 
extraordinary claims ever set up by a {Hraesthood 
over men ; that the doctrine Would be gravely taughl 
and believed, that by words of ceremony thc^ wouUfc 
be changed into << the very body and bbod^ the soot 
and divinity oi the Son of God $" that they wmild yet 
be borne along in gorgeous procession, and that pm* 
ces and kings would prostrate themselves befoee 
them ; and that the power of making this wondevftil 
transmutation would be supposed to ^?e to one ekm 
of men a sanctity above aU others, and a mystenous 
connection with the Deity elsewhere unknown aaoog 
mortals ? If rites so simple, and so Uttle su^oof^tiblie 
of abuse, baye^^een thus naadathe means of eicludi^ 
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Hi^ttgeiicy oft&d BtAy Spirit fh>rri the sbul, aaA of 
'esliifblsking the power of the most mighty hierarchy 
*tm earth, we see one reason why Christ establishckl 
-no more, and why his whole arrangement was sudi 
•fM-most oStoually to detach his religion from all coii- 
-WMrtion with the religion of forms. The Jewish reK- 
'tgian, emioeBtly a religion of forms, accomplished its 
^ect in separating that people from all others, and 
•fa fHkuiibrafifig a future spinthal sjrstem. It was 
'adapted to the age of the world during which it wats 
((designed toeontinoe, and to the purpose of preparing 
4ibra better system, «ad though it is liuideniable that 
(llMre were holy men under that system, yet its his- 
*tory sen^ among other instructive lessons to teach 
t'Hs own tendency to sink into heartless ceremony, and 
ithe iMflkuHy of maintaining spiritual religion in cod- 
'tieolkm witb forms; and the Saviout, therefore, de- 
'^mehed kis reKgion-from it for ever. As soon as pos- 
MMe, the Je¥rBh'idtar was thrown down, the priests 
litere disrobed of their gorgeous vestments, the smoke 
«f jttomiee c^asd^ to ascend, and the temple itself was 
^^tomdislied' to be built no more. The spirit of the 
^QBpel separated from forms then, nor was it ever 
to be united with tlie pomp and ceremonies of the 

•MKMUt WOrSRlp* 

Pmrnthe days of Constantino, Christianity be- 
tsame a religion of forms. B^t where was the spirit 
-of the gosp^ t Where during the dark ages did it 
lite 9 Has it ever been known in permanent connec- 
^n with the Papal communion, or in the Greek, the 
Armemtn, or the Nestorian churches 1 In all these 
^huydies tl^ religion of forms has prevailed, and still 
]^viiils, and their history has been characterized by 
in almost eatiie separation from the spirit of C&rit- 
8 
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Itaaity. There hts been no permanent con noctfaa, 
and if, under the influences of the Spirit of God, tlieM 
has be^ at any time a reviving spirit of piety, mhet a 
iew efibrts to diffuse itself through the cold and fllun* 
bering church, it has either died avay, or witbdrami 
where it could breathe the anr of freedom* To see 
this, let a few facts be submitted to the attention of 
candid men. 

Far back in the history of the Papal coromunkMi^ 
there was a reviving spirit of the gospel. Soaae pore 
spirits arose imbued with the same love of Christ, and 
feeling the same power of religion, which ptevaiM 
in the days of the Apostles ; but could they bleoi 
rifasir religion with the prevailing religion of formsf! 
<Tbey withdrew, and in the peaceful valleys of Pie^ 
.mont the Waldenses worshiped God ^^ in spirit and ift 
truth,'' until the fires of martyrdom were Ughted on 
^11 tbsir hills and through all their vales, by the odi- 
vocates of the religion of forms, and Rome succeeded 
m nearly exterminating them. 

Again the spirit of vital piety was rekindled m, dw 
^bosom of the Papal church. Simultaneoimly, «nd 
without concert, a heavenly influence breathed upoii 
the souW of Zuingle, of Luther, of Melanctbon, ainl 
of Farel. They were all in the bosom of the Papal 
ehufch ; all had been reared in connectH>n with the 
rsligioQ of forms; all had every thing to lose a«d 
nothing to gain by a separation ; and all by a sepa- 
ration exposed themselves to the thunders of te 
Vatican — the fearful power that could shake tie 
thrones of princes and cause monarchs to turn pdb 
in their palaces — and to the terrors of the civil araa. 
Yet, wiUi every inducement to remain in the bosooi 
•f the Flapal communtoB arimng from edticalion» from 
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Ikrir belief of the lieafieBljr or^ii of the Bipaef, ftmm 
Ifae love of peace, and from tbeqread of martjrtdomiUi 
attempt to blend the spirit of the gospel that dow itt* 
«d their hearts with hdy fire with the coM spirit of 
the religion of forms, was hopeless, — and hence the 
Beibrmatkm. In Germany, in Switzerland, wnd m 
France, as i«r as the Reformation eitended, there 
was a final separation of the two, nor was thm aajr 
power of argument, or art, or interest, or arme, that 
aeuld there unite them. 

In Ei^land the experiment was to be tried in uxk^ 
other manner, and with a much bett^ prospect of 
•access. It was the experiment that was made under 
Henry YIUMBdward VI., and Elizabeth. There wm 
the genuifie spirit of the Reformation in the Anglican 
duireh. It retgaed not indeed either in the hmrl of 
Beary or Elizabeth, but it did in the heurt of Bd* 
ward, (Hod more illustriously still nn the hearts af 
Latimer, Ridley, Bradford and Crannaer, and wkk 
Uiese men there was a sincere efibrfr to Uend te two 
isgether. Th^re was every fiioility for niakmg tha 
axperiment in as satisfactory a manner as possiUi* 
Every thing in the protection of the laws, in tha 
power of talent, eloqueace, learning and piely) diet 
could be demanded for the successful prosecutim of 
the efibrt, existed, nor could circunutonoes ever be 
well imagined that were more favourable to sacoow* 
What was the result ? It is before the worlds aad 
iiMB world has it by heart. The Puritan spirit gia* 
daally rose and increased* It became chafed, aad 
galled, and was impi^mEit under the fetters of fi>nB* 
k sighed for fireedom ; and in a single day two thea« 
■and of the best men in the English ehiffdk kfl thrff 
lioringftr-^cxpQsed tfaemarives to povefty^ ftmomiimh 
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«h| nprlminienf, only because the spirit of IM 
§C8pel could not be permanently blended with the 
peligion of forms. Part of those men went to pri- 
tlon ; all were subjected to privations and sorrows in 
their external circumstances; — ^but the evangelical 
spirit was free, and the ^' church" was left a cold, 
dead, dull, formal thing* The vital power of the 
fipiaoopal communion had withdrawn^ and there 
ware bo earthly temptations that could ever agam 
kiduce the Puritan to seek a union with the religion 
of forms. The experinnent had been made under 
^ most advantageous eiicunistences possible, add 
it was decisive. 

* A portion of the band of Puritans, driven from 
their country to Holland, and then across the ocean, 
ftmd a refuge on the rock of Plymonth, and gave 
their religion to this great western world. Here alt 
was free and yast. A boundless territory was spread 
aot W<ne them, and they laid the foundation of a 
isligioas sjTStem which they kitended should be §or* 
ever separated flrom a religion of forms. Its eSbd is 
aeea in th* religious activity and zeal, the intelligenoe 
and order, the revivals, and the efllbrts to spread the 
gospel abroad, which distinguish our republic among 
tke nations of the earth. 

JBiit the fai^ory of the religion of forms in our 
fiither'>knd is not completed. The separating of the 
fiuritans had left the church a dry, cold, dead things 
Again, however, God visited that church with the 
ijwcial influences of the Holy Spirit, and there was 
a reviving and quickening spirit of religion. God 
hvaathed upati the heart of the Wesleys, and of 
Fiaieber, and of WhiteftekJ, and fired them with aa 
I a seal as had ever warmed the bosom of a: 
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Purhao* They were tfi the dimch, and imte «mi- 
verted when connected with it They loved it. They 
shrank back from the vety thought of a sepanrtkm. 
John Wesiey lived, and laboured, and prayed night 
and day that he might twt separate himself from the 
church in which he was reared, but that tbn« m^t 
be difiiised through alt that commutrion the spurit of 
iK^Migelical ri^igion. Never was th«re a more hcMiest, 
vigorous, or persevering effi>rt to unite the spirit ef 
the gospei with the religion of f<»ms, but in vaki. 
That vital part of the church of England whidi ha4 
been quickened by tbe Spirit of God, 'm spite of evei^ 
effort to bind them together, drew f^ by itseU^ 
iNPeathing tiie air of fVeedom and spreading the hea- 
venly fire over continents. 

Until the present time, the result of the experimeiit 
has been uniform. The religion of forms has nevef 
been permanently blended with the gospel. The 
experiment is again making in our land and in om 
iather*land, with what result is a matter of great in* 
lercst to the whole Christian world, but what tkad 
]«sult will be no one can reasonably doubt Thai 
there should be outbreaks and collisions; thai iImi 
love of revivals and of prayer^meetings, and the pup* 
pose to mingle with other denominations in gretA^ 
efli>rto to spread the knowledge of the truth, ^oQld 
bring the patrons of these things into conflict with thtf 
bigh^hurch party, is to be expected. They are the 
regular results of the existing state of thii^ in thCi 
{Episcopal church, and they cannot be avoided. Suefa 
conflicts will arise, and however much they may ha 
suppressed for a time, and however all parties amf 
unite in singing pasajos to the ' unity' of the cfanueh) 
jet tbe elements of coHisioa, like the pent-up famid 
3* 
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thB'ViloMO, ragt wkhtti* To heep thttd efoMAM 
under ; to prevent entire separation and a pvostratioo 
Qf the whde fabric, requires all the power of aiUho* 
vty on the one side, and all the yielding of a Christ. 
liMi spirit on the other, and a devout attachment to 
pmlacy in both* It is the spirit of the gospel strugi 
gling in bonds and sighing for freedom. The prei 
lest state of the Episcopal churclr is but the aoU 
hg dvtr again of scenes which have been played 
from the banning* The spirit of truth will not be 
bound* It does not breathe and act freely when ftl»* 
iBped with forms. It can not go forth finely to tba 
pMquest of the souls of men, or to the subjugatioB 
of the world. If it Uves» it wiU be the spirit of tho 
Apostles — unfettered by forms; the spirit of tho 
WaMensss, of Wicklifie, of Luther, of Farel ; of the 
PUiiians, of Wesley, of Whitefield* Every contHH 
wnry thus far waged, where the spirit of the gospel 
has oofoe in conflict with the religion of forms, ha» 
hud oae of two results— either the spirit of the go»* 
pel is suppressed and dies away, or the one ia sevom 
ad from the xKher never to be united again. They 
aenrer have been, they never can be permanentljr 
Ueftded* Such, it requires little sagacity to.foveaee, 
iMUit he the result of the present oootroversy b»- 
Iween the two great parties in the Episcopal cbiueh. 
It is juat a struggle, whether the love of prelacy^ aoKl 
Ito ery of unity, and the power of numbers and of 
wealth, and the influence of the " bishops," shall bo 
sufficient to crush the rising spirit of the gospel ; or 
whether there will be vital energy, and independeseoy 
aad the love of the pure doctrines of the gospel, enough 
to breilk away fronx all this, and be free. We ahoiUd 
sqaioo^ia the latt^ result— we anticipate the Ibrrnof 
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Iwe tarthe Episet^TohOTok irBI sOll^iBlimid 
to be « one.'* 

We have thus stated one truth, as it seems to nt, 
ef great iroportanoe in regard to the positton of tha 
evangelioal party in the Episcopal church, and totte 
probable result of their struggles. In iUuslratii^ 
the nature of their relative position^ and the difficuU 
ties with which they have to oontend, we bow proceed 
to remark, that they ure compdkd to u»e a HiurM 
whi^eomUracUihtefectcf thart&aeUng^ We 
have stated, that they are no less sincerely attaohed 
to the Prayer-book, and no less disposed to laud iti 
eicellence above all other unini^red predocria—y 
^an the most staun;^ deiimder of high church 
prindples* And yet, what is the efieot^ the pev* 
petiml use of this book on an attempt to diAise 
evangelkml doctrines through the EfHScopal chuiohi 

We do not propose now to go into an examinatiei^ 
of the general characteristics of the Vidj^t'hotku 
We (HTopose to look at it only with reference to Ifat 
subset before us. 

The prescription to use tlie liturgy in the worship^ 
of God, is binding religiously on all the nunislesi 
and members of the Episcopal church. The to&ela 
service for public worship,' for marriages, fear bop*' 
tisms, for funerals, is prescribed* Every prayer tor 
be oftred is set down ; every portion of Scrifmim to 
be read is designated, and every address, with Ihe 
single exception of the sermon, is already composed 
At a faRptism, a marriage, or a funeral, it does :nol 
appear from the canons, that a minister is to be^. 
allowed either to o^t an extemporary prayer^ or ts. 
make an extemporary address* Even the form ol 
prayer in a fannily is prescribed, and the '^ jswHsMit 
mistress having called together as many of the 
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ftmRy u can oonv«if(9m)y be prtMnt, is to Mf w 
fottowB^^ — morning and evening. The direetions for 
poUic worefaip are all positive and explicit. ^Tbe 
minister shall begin the morning prayer, by reedinff 
ooe or more of the following portions of Soripture." 
^Tbenthe minister <^n say ;'' ** the people shall 
answer here.'^ *< Then the minister shall kneel and 
■ay the Lord's prayer;" "then likewise he ^kaU 
mjf^ *Hhm shall be said or sung thefolbwtng' 
Mithem,*'' "then shall follow a portioa of the 
PMilms f " then shall be read the first lesson accord- 
iQg to the table or calendar," and " before everjr 
leiaoA the minister shall wy. Here beginnetfa such 
a chapter or verse of such a chapter of such a book" 
— «iid «> OB to the end of the Prayerwbook. All thft 
diseretioii which is allowed, appears to be in the 
ehoieo of some half a dozen "collects" of half a 
imum Inies each ; that at the end of the Venite* 
BMwdiciM, Jubilate, Boiediclus, Cantata Domino, 
die., there " «iay be said or sung the Oloria PMri ;*' ^ 
that he has a choice between two forms of the creed • 
•-«4i bngtr and a shorter form— «nd that be may ' 
ifltrodtioe into the morning sOTvice more or less o€ 
the 'quite tedious communion service. With these 
mihmportant discretionary powers, the preacrip* 
tiens are absolute, and the deifgn was undoubtedly 
to render the servkse of the church wholly uniform. 
There is 110 discretion given in regard to extemporary 
pmyer. There is no permission on any occasion to 
go beyond what is written down. If there is any 
special emergency requiring a form of pra3rer drfier* 
est from any which are printed, it is proper to wait 
until it can be prepared in the authorised quarter and 
0Mit 4ow& to the uiferi(Mr clergy. There isno per- 
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aiwiqptohokl p fa yw i iw a tU igitMidthel i ttw g yJfl w t 
not contemplate any such thii^ as a prayer meeiuif. 
There is not eTenpemuMkm gives to the nMtf^iOn 
setoet and read a portion of Scripture that shall ha.T*- 
anyiekktion to the subject of 1m discourse. Ifhisteil. 
should be, ^ God so loved the world that he gate his 
only begotten Son," and the << ksson" for that day 
should happen to be that chapter of the book oT 
Chronicles which commences thus, *^ Adam, Sheth^ 
Eoosh, Kenan, MahalaMt Jend, Henech, Metfanse« 
]eh» Laoseeh," all that the mimsler is lo do, is losay^* 
^ hero begiBneth such a chapter," and read on. 

We aie aware that the low dimnk petty de eott^ 
times hold prayer meetings, and that ooeaaienally te 
eslemporary prayer is ofl^red after senmon, and wn. 
win do them the justioe to say, that so for as we 
haive heard, their prayers are models of a simf^ 
pure, and holy worship, and are such as to proiiipli 
iriesistibly to the expression of regret that they aae, 
nd permitted by their book to pour out their sonls in. 
this manner, and that they are fettered by forma.' 
But we believe that they themselves vegatd suek 
players, and such prayer meetings, as a depaiture. 
from the prescribed mode of wonhip. We knbw' 
thai the high church party consider them a direoli 
violation of the prescribed rules of the church. We» 
consider them as wholly unaQtborined by theehi»eh«« 
We see no permission of such things ; we see nm 
latitiide of disoretk>n in regard to si^ things ; we. 
bsUeve that such a thing as a prayw meeting, where# 
extemporary prayer should be ofiored, and especially 
by laymen, is a thing not contemplated by Ihecanons^ 
of the Ej^scopal church. 
What then is the inevitiU>le tendency of thap on a HiA 
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mm^itlUmVhxifgy accotding to the manner prescribed f 
Oti which amounts to the same thing so far as the 
Mrtsjeet before us is concerned, what must be the 
emct of its use even as it is employed by the low 
flfauroh party, in regard to the preaching of evati- 
gi^eal doctrines ? They hold, we have conceded, 
the great doctrines of grace. They teach the neces- 
ttty of regeneration by the agency of the Holy Spirit* 
They insist on the doctrine of justification by feith. 
They are fViendly to revivals of religion. Do the 
arraogements in the liturgy harmonize with these 
effcmal 80 far from it, we think, that their teachitig 
and the Prayer-book come into perpetual conflict ; 
and where the Prayer-book is to be perpetually used, 
tlM result of such a conflict cannot be doubtful. 

We do not advert now to the fact, though we might 
(b it) tkat preaching in the Episcopal church is quite 
a eeMmdary thing, and that the arrangement is so 
nade as to allow it to produce as little effect as 
pesstbte* A whole hour of the service, if perfbrmed' 
with any d^ree of deliberate solemnity, is occupied 
i arr it ably with the prayers and other fbrms of 
devotion. After this {»rotracted and wearisome 
aarrfce, it can not be supposed that the mind will be 
im a ^ry desirable state to listen to a sermon of any 
considerable length. The ordmary length of Epis^ 
oopal sermons—from fifteen to twenty minutes — we 
Vigard as in entire accordance with the arrangements 
in the Episcopal church ; a sermon of fifly minutes 
or an hour, becomes intolerable. In another eons 
iiianio»— the mother of Episcopacy— the ptdpit is 
plaoed in a comer of the church ; in the Ef^scopal 
ohorch the aemum is designed to occupy the same 
wtalif e poskkm. 
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But tbe diffienUiM eneooBteied by the < 
party lie ckeper than this* We roeao, that ibZj i 
compelled perpetually to use a liturgy whieh ooutt- 
lefacts all their teaching. The liturgy is opposed to 
the views of the low cluirch Episcopaliao, and to the 
whole influence of his teaching, and is a comiunl 
iofluence» To some of the views thus coMteotly 
brought before the people in the Prayer-book, eppossd 
to the evangelical teaching, we will now advert* 

There is, first, the doctrine of baptismal l e g e n e m * 
tion, a doctrine which we regard as the uooDublad 
teaching of the Prayer-book, and which presents a 
constantly counteracting influence to the dodrino #f 
the necessity of a change of heart by the agency of 
the Holy Spirit accompanying the truth. The 
doctrine of the Prayer-book is, that a child that is 
baptized in the proper manner, is '* regeoefaled by 
the Holy Ghost." The language of the litiugy oe 
this subject is as explicit as language can be, and we 
have never seen any explanation by the advoealesof 
low church views, which seemed to us to have tl» 
least degree of plausibility* The language on this 
subject in respect to the public baptism of inftet 
children, is the following. The *' minister," after 
the baptism and making the sign of the ofoss« is 
commanded to ** say" — ^*^ Seeing now, dearly beloved» , 
that this child is regenerate, and gralM into the 
body of Christ's church, let us give thanks uale 
Almighty God for these benefits," &c.— " We yield 
^ee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that ii 
bath pleased thee to regenerate this infant Vfiih tkf 
Holy Spirit^ to receive him for thine own child by 
adoption, and to incorporate him into thy holy 
church." The same doctrine is expiesoed. in ; 
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'dice to the private •< baptism of cWldren." After the 
taptism, and the sign of the cross, the " ministei*" 
is directed also to " say" — " this child is regenerate, 
and grafted into the body of Christ's church'* — and 
in like manner to give thanks, '^ that it hath pleased 
thee to regenerate this infant mih thy Holy Spirit, to 
reoeive him for thine own child by adoption, and to 
incorporate him into thy holy church." But this 
doctrine, that by baptism there is regenerating grace , 
bestowed by the Holy Spirit, is held not only in 
reference to infants and children, but if possible, still 
more clearly in reference to " those of riper years.** 
In the canonical directions On this subject, we find in 
the Prayer-book the following things. (1.) The 

nple are told that ^^all men are concaved and 
n in sin," that " none can enter into the kingdom 
of God, except they be regenerate and bom anew of 
water and of the Holy Ghost," and are exhorted to 
«« call upon God the Father through our Lord Jestis 
Christ, that of his bounteous goodness he will graiit 
to these persons that which by nature they can not 
4iaVe, that, they may be baptized with water and the 
HiMy Ghost J** (2.) The following prayers aretheli 
directed to be offered. " Merciftilly look upon these 
thy servants; wash them, and sanctify them wHk 
4he Holy Ghost ; that they being delivered from thy 
wrath, may be received into the ark of Christ^ 
*<Shurch." And again: "Give thy Holy l^irit lb 
'these persons, that they may be born again, and be 
made heirs of everlasting salvation, throu^ our 
'Lord Jesus Christ." (3.) After baptism, and the 
«ign of the cross, the minister is directed to say : — 
•* Seeing now, dearly beloved, that these persons are 
^n^vnarotoy and grafted into the body of €hri8t% 
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thujDob^l^ us gire dwaksuola AJmighty God fi>r 
l^iese benefits." The thanksgiving then £)llows, And 
tiien this prayer. ^^ Give thy Holy Spirit to these 

Jersona; that being now bom again^ and made 
eirM of ewrUuting salvation through our Lord 
Jesua ChriMi they may continue thy servants*" doQ« 
Beire is a regular order in the teachings, prayers* 
and thanksgivings, aU implying the doctrine of bap- 
tismal regeoeratiooy and all implying that that 
jfegeneration is accomplished by the Holy Ghost* 
Tliere is the exhortation to the people to pray for 
this, then tlie prayer actually offered for it, and 
then a solemn form of thanksgiving that it has beea 
dooe. And that this is the true teaching of the 
liturgy on this subject, and that the meaning is not* 
as some Episcopalians have endeavored to show* 
that the word " regeneration" here means a mere 
*^ change of state," or a transition from the world 
into the church, seems to us to be perfectly clear-««» 
£>r, (!•) Such is not the meaning of the Scripture 
^rms, ^^ regeneration," and *' being bom again," 
employed in this service. la the Bible they can nol 
be understood to have this meaning, and there Js no 
evidence that the framers of the liturgy meant to 
^art from the Scripture usage. (2.) The r^ene* 
xatioQ here spoken of, is not a mere *< chauge of 
state or relation." It is a change of regeneratioa 
by the Holy GhoU. This is what is prayed fort 
what is taught as having been accomplished, and 
that for which " hearty thanks" are given when the 
form of baptism is passed through. Now regenera^ 
tion by the agency of the Holy Ghost in the 
Scriptures, means a definite thing. It is not a 
transition from heathenism to Jiominal Cbristiaiuty » 
4 
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ft b Bot'a ume p9okmkm of ieN^ioa i it ni ft^wnrk 
OD the heart itself, by which thai m chaaged, and by 
which the bouI begins to live anew unto God. (d.) 
This can not be the raeafling in the litargy. Is it 
possible to believe that sensible men shoukl gravely 
mtreat a whole congregation to offer fervent |>iayer% 
that certain persons then (iresent might be enabled io 
Jein a cbnr^ ? Is it necessary for all this parade 
and ceremony, and all this sc^om invocatioti of the 
special aid of God's Holy Spirit, that they might be 
doaUed 4a changt their relation ? Is this a work 
so difficult to be performed, as to need the special 
iaterpositien of hcavm in the case ; a work which no 
ene couUl hope to be able to do without the. particular 
influeDoea of the Spirit of God 1 And is religiim io 
the Episcopal church such a solemn trifling as this 
leprteentation would imply ? We do not believe it; 
aad despite all the efforts (^ the low church Episco- 
paltansto explain this, we believe that the hig^ 
efavrch and the Puseyites have the fair interpretation 
of th» part of the liturgy, that it is intended to teaofa 
the dootrioe of baptismal regeneration, and that thia 
will be the impvession ever made on the gieat maas 
df those who use the Prayer-book* 

Now these piayera, teachingsi and thanksgivings, 
ooeur constantly* Whenever an infant or an aiihilt 
is to be bapti&ed, the low churchman as well as the 
high ehaichmao, is compelled to publish this doctrine. 
Bb has tio discretion. The whole service from 
hegianiog to end is to be read through, and no matter 
mbki may be bis public teaching as a preacher, or 
his private views, hero he is under a necessity of 
. teaching the doctrine of baptismal regeneration. Be 
gives puUk^ thanks in oreference^o every cbiJdraa> 
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'#m at 6V6Ty sdohi Ibst im bttptfaml end iosMI wiA 
ihe tigii of tlie cfMi, that he i$ ragenerited by thm 
Holy Obott and immIo an heir of e? erlattiiig Itiob 
What will be then the force of his preaching on the 
subject of the new biitb, or a change of heart ia 
die proper sense of the term 1 Wfiit impreami 
wiH be noade on those ahready *^ rscenerated by the 
Holy Ghost" in baptisBi, tn regard to tbist Can 
aoch preaohiBg ba iaieoded fcnr them t Can it ba 
applicable to any but the heathen and the ulibapttiad ; 
to pagans, soofien, and ** dissenters t** Are not all 
ntlMrs already bom agam t 

A aeeond difieuhy of a similar kind derived frow 
the liturgy, with which the ef angalioal choiduMa 
4s obliged to contend, rotates to the doctnae of 
'* confirmation.'* If we anderstand the views of 
^ow cfaurchmeo, they accord with onr owa ia ragard 
to tha neceesity of a change of heart, and of evidoasa 
of personal piety, as qualificatiotts for coaunaiiioa. 
They^ do not suppose that rageaerating giaos ia 
eonforred either by eonftrmation or the ^^ eueharist,^ 
nor do they hold that persons should be admitted to 
akher, without evidence of personal religion* We 
bdieve that they ars stncerely aiming to gaard the 
Lord's table from the approach of aH who do not 
give evidente that they are truly ** bom again'^-— not 
by baptism, but by the Holy Spirit of God. 

They ars undoubtedly right m these views, but ass 
these the views of their liturgy? Does the Prayer* 
book contemplate this? Have they, as Bpiscopa- 
iians, a right to insist on this, and to exeluNde froai 
^ confirmation*' and the Lord's supper, all who do 
not give them evidence that they are truly converlad« 
lor am truly pioos t We thiak Aoy have not; asrf 
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ihtu in thdr^cifeftd on fliW s^jM thtyaratM tm\f 
departing ffom their own- Mandnrds, but are in tli^ 
very matter compelled to use a litargy, th« (eodeneT 
of whieh is to counteract ami render nugatory an 
ifeeir own instructions ar>d efforts. We believe thnrt 
Ifie Prayer-book does not contemplate, in order « 
confirmation, any other regeneration than tlmt of 
<Mrater-baptism, or any other quah'fication than that 
of feUowfng out the arrangement at baptism. !» 
(Support of this, we turn at once to the Prayer-book 
kself) and find the arrangements there eontemplatef 
in reference to «* confirmation" and the Lord's euppev) 
lo be the ibilowing. The minister is directed to My,' 
BOtto the parents of the child, hot to the- '< godfktbm 
and ^odmotbers,^ afler baptism is adminti^red, ^¥« 
are to take care that Ms child be brought to th« 
lliahop to be confirmed by him, so soon tm ha can w^ 
tlio creed, the Lord's prayer, and the ten eommami^ 
flients, and is sufficientiy instructed in the other party 
of the church catechism set forth for that ^yurposew*** 
"We observe here no requirement of any change of 
heart, or of* any evidence of piely whatever* We 
do not believ« tbat^n acquaiotanoe with the cieeii^ 
the Lord's prayer^ the ten oonmiandmeiits, and tho 
church cafechism, necessarily infers the posse^no* 
of renewkig and saving grace, and as these are ^ 
that are- specified, we do not see what right any 
churchman has to add thereto. To us, the only 
<fuestion whioh it ^ould seem to be proper to pra^^ 
ftmnd to a oandidate for confirmation would bff, 
whether ho could '* gap the creed, the Lord's prayeiv 
tke ten commandments," and the ''parts d* the 
4kmmh oMtechimn a^ ibrth for that purpose." Why 
htm the miniater a*f igkt to rt^utt^^oiy thing i 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Wbyjste «oynmf ftt liberty (a dmrndevideoflt 
of wlmt he regards as a change of heart, thaa ba 
has to iosiat tbiU the oaodidate shall be iamiliar with 
Uie Westminster Confession or the Saybrook Plat* 
ferm 7 As these are all the requireaients specified, 
we natiiraUy turn to ** the other parts of the church 
eatedusm set forth" with reference to the rile of 
ooofirmatioB, to inquire whether thai coniemplatas 
a change of heart as a qualification for that rile. 

The church catechism has the following title ia 
the Prayer^boek, ^* Acalechism ; that is to say. Am 
iukrmeiiomf to be learned by every person before be 
ia brought to the Bishop to be confirmed by the 
Bishopw^ The qualificatioa which is here speofied^ 
in aecordancewith that which is stated at the baptisos 
as necessary m order to confirmation, is not that 
there shall be evideaoe of a change of heart, or any 
vital transfiMrmation of character after baptism, bill 
that this catechism has been hanud^ that isi 
eommtttsd to memory, befi)re he ia brought to the 
bishop. 

Tms catechism contains the creed, the tan com* 
mandments, the Lord's prayer, and a few questions 
and answers growing out of each, and on the nature 
of the sacraments* The question is, with whii^ 
i{ualifications and character one would " be brought 
to the bishop'' who should have atrietly complied with 
the directions in the Prayer-book? Would it be 
neoessary that he should furnish evidence of a 
change of heart, or would it be right to reject hia 
applKation for the communion, if he could '* mf 
the creed, the Lord's psayer, and the ten commai^ 
meats, and had learned the other parts of the chuioli 
taiaobism set fi>rth fbr that purposer Tteaa 
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Rcation^ 'imiy be 'Icafcrned front a fcw • of tfe 
questiofis directed to be proposed to the caodi<fat3,' 
and the answers which he is required to give. The 
first thing which we meet with is the odious doctride 
of baptismal regeneration — the elementary idea of 
Episcopacy as it is in the Prayer-book, and a doctnife 
on which all that is required to be said by the 
candidate is based. ^^QueMtimt. What is yotfir 
name 1 ^ns, N. or M. Quest. Who gate yoa 
-this name? ^ns. My sponsors in baptism; 
m)herdn I was made a member of Christ, the chiU 
iqf Ood, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven.^ Here we would propound a " question** 
4o those Episcopalians who endeavour to show t^at 
regeneration in the Prayer-book does not mean ^ 
change of heart, but a change of state. It is this. 
"What more can there be in the new birth, of in 
regeneration as effected by the Spirit of God, than 
^o be made ** a member of Christ, the child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of -heaven !** Yet 
all this, the candidate is to affirm was secured to him 
•in baptism. The same doctrine we have, affirmed 
-again, if possible, in still stronger terms in this same 
catechism which is to be ♦* learned." " Quest. What 
is the outward visible agn or form in baptism ? Ans. 
Water ; wherein the person is baptized in the name 
of the Fhther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost* Quest, What is the inward and spiritual 
grace 1 Ans. A death unto sin and a new birth unto 
•righteousness : For being by nature born unto sin, 
and the children of wrath, we are hereby made the 
•childnen of grace.'* That all this is supposed to be 
'COttferred by baptism, is apparent from the previous 
vMiSweni on the satufe of the sdcmrnents. - ** Quest. 
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'How mmy mcTBinents Inth *Chfiit ofiMiflod in Ml 
cboreh f Ans. Two only, as generally neceastyy 
unto salvation; that is to say, Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. Qufff. What meanest thou by tUs 
word Sacrament f Ans. I mean an outward and 
Tistble sign of an inward and spiritual grace, giveD 
vnto us, ordained by Christ himseif ; a» a meam 
whereby we rbobits the eamey and a plbdob 1o 
euemre us thereof. ^^ The necessity of grace is not 
indeed any where dented, but it is affirmed here, as 
•il Is implied erery where in the Prmyer-book, tbattke 
grace is imparted at baptism, and that the ** invisible 
sign'' and the ** inward graos'' go together. 

With these Tiews, and having ^ learned" to say 
these things, the candidfite is to be brought to the 
bishop to be confirmed. We are ready to acknow- 
ledge, that many or most of the questions directed 
to be propounded to the candidate are solemn and 
pertinent. On the supposition that they were pn>- 
pounded to one who had been truly converted, they 
are such questions as oi^ht to be proposed to all who 
make a profession of religion. But what is their 
weight, or power, or pertinency, when addressed to 
one who is taught to say that by infant baptism be 
was ** made a child of God, a member of Christ, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven," and 
that his sponsors made certain promises for hkn in 
baptism which he has come now to rdieve them 
from, by ratifying them bknsdf 1 

Now what will be the effect of this standing and 
stereotyped system of instruction on the preachnig 
of the evangelical part of the Episcopal church ! 
They aim to teach a different thing from this. They 
strive to teach, and they reaiy believe, that wMr 
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tbd grace, which 13 needful to the salvatioii of thQ 
80ul. But here staods this catechism which they arQ 
taJieacfa, and which conveys lessons so plain that U 
is JuipfKwed a child mny understand them» and alast 
80 plain that we fear they are understood an4< 
believed by the great mass of those who ar^ 
«*.brougbi to the bishqp to be confirmed." We cao 
cttsily imagine what the eflfect would be, if in f^ 
Congregational or Presbyterian church, all the child* 
fen were to be taught that ro^^eneration was imfiarted 
li^. baptism properly administered, and that all they 
had to do in order to be qualified for the communion, 
was to ^ learn to say this." Where would be our 
favivaU of religion ? 

We are aware that the evangelical party in the 
EpiflQqpal chuiPcb endeavour to evade this. We 
faaow that many of them insist that the candidates 
ftr confirmation shall give evidence to them thai 
tbey are truly converted, and that by the exercise of 
wSMit they seem to regard as their right, they restrain 
those from confirmation whom they do not judge to 
fas qualified for the communion. Aware of the 
obvious and dangeious tendency of the system a^ 
Mt down in the Prayer-book, tbey claim the right of 
9Hd presenting to the bishop for confirmation those 
whoai tbey do not regard as qualified for it. We 
liav» no dotibt that in doing thils they are acting in 
accordance with the New Testament, which plainly 
teaches that repentance and faith are indispensable 
<|uaJifioatioas for the Lord's table. But is this Epis- 
copacy? Have they this right according to the 
canons o( their own church ? We think not. We 
•■• wiUing to allow tbat^ ther» must be some discre- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4» 

tlon allowed to ihe officiating minister or rector of a 
parish in regard to those who are to be prewnted, as 
the fair rules of interpretation seem to demand that 
he shall not be required to present those who are 
«^n infidels, or who are grossly immoral. But has 
he a right to put his own interpretation on what 
constitutes a proper qualification ; to say that baptism 
does not mean regeneration ; that the child that was 
baptized was not " made a member of Christ, the 
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven ;** that it has not " pleased God to regene- 
rate him with his Holy Spirit^ when he was baptized: 
bcrt that another kind of regeneration is necessary, 
and to withhold him from confirmation until he has 
hiinself the evidence that he is born agam ? Has he 
a right to set his own views thus against the teaching 
of the church, and to insist that his views shall be 
complied with contrary to the obvious meaning of 
the canons, and to the almost unbi^ken custom (ft 
the church? We think not. We think that by 
becoming an Episcopal minister, he binds himself to 
act in accordance with the obvious meaning of the 
liturgy in this respect, and that however his soiA 
may revolt at it, and however contrary all Ibis may 
be to his convictions of what is taught in the New 
Testament, as long as he chooses to remain in the 
church, he has no discretion. He is the servant of 
the church. He has received this Prayer-book as 
bis gufde, and it is his to carry out its views. If he 
is dissatisfied with them, the way is clear. It is lo 
leave the communion ; it is not to introduce and 
defend practices contrary to the elementary concep* 
tions of Episcopacy. 
11)ere» another thc^bt. *Th6 chtircb may te 

Digitized by VJ*.JI.7V IC 



4$ 

iKigarded as making 9. sort' of compact with every 
child that is duly baptized, that if he will comply 
with her regulations, he shall be entitled at the proper 
time to whatever advantage there may be in her fuH 
fellowship and favour. There is a pledse given, 
through the sponsors at baptism, that if the course 
of life which is then recommended is pursued, the 
child as soon as he can say the creed, the ten 
commandments, and has been suitably instructed in 
the other parts of the catechism, shall be entitled to 
the privilege of confirmation. We believe that be 
may forfeit this by an unholy and wicked life, bat 
not by any interpretation which his pastor may 
choose to put oa the terms of the compact implying 
that he was not made a member of Christ and a 
child of God. On this subject, we think, the case 
is wholly parallel with that of one who becomes a 
'« candidate for orders" in the Episcopal church; 
and as such a candtdate» if he complies with the 
canons in the case, has a right to ordination in the 
.church, so has a youth who has been baptized, and 
who has learned to say what is taught him, a rigirt 
to confirmation. . The right in the one case is as 
clear as in the other. On this subject, and witb 
reference to this principle, we sUill here submit the 
views of a gentleman who deservedly occupies a 
very prominent position, not only in the Evangelical 
portion of the Episcopal church, but in the ministry 
of this country, m regard to the ordination of Mf. 
Arthur Carey. The reasoning, mutatis mtitoitdti, 
applies as well to the case before us as to the ordi- 
nation of Mr. Carey. 

"It becomes, therefore, a' very important question 
itib consider^ what are the rigl^ of a caadidiatQ fef 
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Otders. to doing tbisy I shall not deem it ndoeasary 
to refer to particular canons, which are well known, 
but to consider the course through which a candidate 
18 led by the authority and the appobtment of the 
church. Our canons lay open this path with great 
distinctness* They also guard it, and limit it, with 
Tery marked and peculiar restraints. The question 
IB, does a perfect compliance with all these directions 
and restraints give, from the church to the candidate, 
a right to expect and to claim his orders at the last, 
nothing appearing in any legal way to vitiate this 
performance of his required cause t A young man 
IS invited to become a candidate for orcfers, for the 
plan laid out for him amounts to an invitation. He 
obtains his certificates of personal character, and is 
regularly received and recorded by the bishop as a 
candidate. He pursues his prescribed course of 
studies under the direction of his bishop. He passes 
satisfactorily to the bishop and presbyters his required 
examination. He presents his regular certificates 
for ordination. He subscribes the required declara- 
tion of conformity. He has thus finished and 
completed his prescribed course of education to the 
satisfaction of the authorities under which he has 
been placed. No^ has he acquired a right upon the 
faith of the church, with whose prescription he Tias 
fully complied, to the ordination which he seeks P It 
must be granted, of course, that if his qualifications, 
mental or moral, are ultimately found insufilicient, 
be may be justly rejected. If his examining bishop 
and presbyters are dissatisfied with the one, they 
have certainly the right to reject him there. If any 

Ersons are acquainted with moral crimes, which, if 
iOwn« would actually overturn all the worth and 
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infloeMt of his cer^eattti of <ihtrRcter, Aej may* 
declare them at the veiy last moment, and he may 
be arrested there. But if his examinations have 
been satisfactory to the persons appointed to direct 
them, and his character is unstained with moral 
crime, has he not a right secured to him to the 
ordination, for which he has fulfilled his appointed 
preparation ? Or is it to be considered by him, and 
for him, utterly uncertain, to the very last moment, 
wh^her he shall be allowed to gain the object of his 
wish ? May he finish his curriculum of study, and 
fblfil every vequisition of the church under whose 
oare he is placed, receive the approbation of the chief 
ministers aptpointed over him, gain all the required 
certificates of unspotted character, and be admitted 
to record his pame in the bishop's regit<>ter, to the 
constitutional promise of conformity to the doctrine 
and discipline of the church, and thus have bis 
acceptance to orders as it were acknowledged to 
bim, and his mind authorized to rest in peaceful 
expectation of his ordination, and yet may he be 
exposed to be arrested, in the very attainment of hh 
desire^ by the possible judgment of two persons in 
the assembled congregation, that he is deficient or 
erroneous in religious doctrine, ^theolc^ical train- 
ing? I confess this amounts in my view to extreme 
oppression. What young man of honourable and 
ingenuous feelings would be willing toexpose himself 
to this possible disgrace^ and this entire uncertainty 
of prospect ? Or what Christian parent would be 
willing, in the face of such a hazard, to commit his 
son to the faith and guardianship of a church, whose 
system of law was so insecure, and so destitute of 
all protection to his character or prospects 7 Yet if 
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tto priadple that a finl prolflit, feuikfed upon the. 
personal auspioioo or ooavictioQ of any persons, that 
tbe tbeologioai attainments and preparation of the 
candidate are insufficient or unsouiid, is to be of 
necessity regarded, and acted upon by the bishop- 
Qcdaininff, to what other result than this shall we be 
brought 7 Will it not completely unsettle our whole- 
church, in thus undennining the just piospeots and* 
rights of the ministry at the very commenoenient of 
their course ? Will not the secret reservation o€ 
such arbitrary and irresponsible power, amount to a 
complete exclusion of desirable candidates from our 
niinidtry ? I am necessarily led, therefore, from 
these considerations to the conviction, that there are 
nghts secured to the candidate, upon the implied faith 
of tiie church. The connection seems to me to have 
the aspect of a mutual .contract The candidate 
voluntarily yields himself to restraints and laWis, ta 
wUch he was- not before sul^t, to gain advantages 
and benefits, which are thus promised and secured to 
him* The church therefore comes under an obliga- 
tion to bestow upon him, on the fulfilment of his 
part of the contract, the advantages of a ministry, 
to which it has encouraged him to look ; and he in 
consequence, has wight to the result of his labours, 
which can not be pstly withheld from him?" * 

Now with these principles, we do not see how a 
minister of the Episcopal church can refuse to present 

• Letter of the Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, D. D., in rela- 
tion to the ordination of Mr. Arthur Carey, published in 
the Episcopal Recorder, October, 1843, This letter was 
understood at the tirae of the publication to have been 
written by Dr. Tyng, and in a subsequent number of the 
Recorder this is admitted. 
5 
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a candidate for confirmation who has coitiplied wkb 
the directions in the rohrio, eten though he ahoalil 
not give htm eridenoe that his heart was ohangoii. 
One of the difiiculties, then, with which the evaii« 
selical party has to contend, is, that the grand, the 
leading object of an evangelical ministry every whcm 
— 4he conversion of the soul to Grod by the truth, tHe 
quickening of a spirit dead in sin by the preached 
gospel, the conversion and salvation of the lost by 
Sie mighty power of the Holy Spirit-— meets wiA 
this counteracting, this all«perv«ding influence hi the 
Prayer-book ; and that despite his private convictkMur 
and all his sense of what is right and true, he is 
under the high obligation of his ministerial vows 
to act OS if a baptized child were made " regenere^ 
with the Holy Ghost," and was " a member c^ 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of (he 
kingdom of heaven." 

Our next remark m regard to the position of iha 
evangelical party, is, that there are no arrangements 
or provisions in the liturgy for promoting their pei6u- 
liar and distinctive efforts, or which contemplate stteh 
efforts. In looking over the P**ayer.book which the 
low-churchman, in common with all other Episeopa- 
lians, is under an obligation constantly to use, the 
question at once occurs whether those things at 
which he distinctively aims are contemplated there? 
Do they fail in with the design of the Prayer-book 1 
Was it the intention of the authors of the Prayer* 
book to promote them, and have they made arrange- 
ments for them? Or are the peculiar things which 
constitute the characteristics of the low-church party, 
and which they are endeavouring so zealously, and 
with so much of the spirit of the gospel, to promote, 
things which they have daperinduced upon the 
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forward by a syatem of iodepeodent arrangements 7 
We are coDstnuned to believe that the latter is the 
«ase» for the foUowiDg reasons. 

1. We think that Christian misaions to the heathen 
«0e sot contemplated by the Prayer-book. They 
were not regarded as distinct objects of Christian 
(effoti at the time when the Prayer-book was made, 
•ad it haa not been, and we presume could not now 
m be moulded, as to adapt it to the present views of 
pfotestant Christians in their efforts to spread the 
gospel around the world. To say nothing of the 
oumhrous and unwieldy nature of the forma of Epis- 
oopacy in reference to missions—of the perplexities 
which must meet a missionary who should attempt 
lo go through the liturgy in a heathen community-*- 
of the changes of vestments and postures which it 
QonteoipUtefly the alternations ficom prayer to praise, 
.£rom reading now by the priest ami now by the peo« 
{rf(e— of the difficulties arising from the contemplated 
■necessity of responses on the part of the people, there 
are other things which lead us to think th^t the 
Prayer-book was not desigoed to be adapted to mis- 
sionary operations. There are no references to 
, such efforts ; no prayers directed to be offered for 
the success of missions ; no allusions to churches 
gathered among the heathen ; no petitions that the 
people may be imbued with the missionary spirit ; 
no supplications that the missionary in heathen lands 
may be sustained in his trials^ and encouraged in his 
work. We believe that a congregation of Episco- 
palians might use the Prayer-I^k any given time, 
and strictly conform to all the prescriptions of the 
rubric, and never have the missionary spirit eikoiiGfi 
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, k the feast eotH^ifaUe d^gim, and jmeir dfMnj 

from any use of that book, that it ia the duty of the 
Christian church to spread the gospel around the 
world. We have reflected with some care on tke 
forms of prayer there prescribed, and we have b^a 
able to recall in all the petitions and all the cc41eol8 
only the following that has any bearing on this sub^ 
ject — unless the incessant repetition of the hxd^a 

^ Prayer, morning, mid-day and evening, and at all 
times, be an exception — a repetition amounting, as &r 
as the use of that beautiful form oan be made to, to the 
Paftto^ia so pointedly condemned by the Saviour^ 
(Mattv 6, 7) — a repetition which seems to be intended 
to be a. substitute for all sorts of petitions that ought to 
be oflered. We find the following petitions, and thoie 
only, bearing on missions. The first occurs in tbo 
"j^yer for all Conditions of Men.'* "O God, 
the Creator and Preserver of ail mankind, we 
humbly beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of 
men, that thou wouldst be pleased to nmke thy wajis 
known unto them, thy saving health unto all na- 
tions." This occurs again in the evening prayer, 
and this, besides the petition in the Lord's prayer, ia 
the solitary petition which is regularly o^red by the 
whole Episcopal church from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
for the universal spread of the gospel of Christ. Be- 
side this, in one of the " collecte," for Grood Friday, 
designed to be used but once in the year, we find the 
following petition: — ^**0 merciful God, who hast 
made all men, and hatest nothing that thou hast 
made, nor desirest the death of a sinner, but rather 

• that he should be converted and live ; have mercgr 
upon all Jews, Turks, infidels and heretics, and taka 
firom them all ignorance, hardness of heart, and xqa- 
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tanpt of diy wordiand aafisloh them hoine,'Uaned 
Lord, to thy flock, tkat they may be saved arooiig 
the remnants of the true Israelites," dscw The faci 
liere adverted to is the more remaA^able, because in 
tfas onmerous instaaces in which ^ collects" are ap« 
|K>inted to be said, oooasiona are constantly o(5burring 
where it woald seem almost unavoidable to make 
vofiit allusion, and to oikr some petitioB, (brtbe spread 
of the gospel among the heathen, and for the success 
of Christian missions* Thus in the collect ftnr ** The 
Epiphany, or the ManMestation ofOtrist te the Gea* 
lijes," we have this prayer : ** O God, who by the 
leading of a star didst manifest thy only b^^teii 
800 to the Gentiles, merciRilly grant that ire, who 
know thee now by faith, may afler this life have the 
fruition of thy fflorious Crodhead, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.*^ Thus in the collect on the << Cod* 
version of St. Paul:" **0 God, Who through the 
preaching of the blessed Apostle Saint Paul, has caused 
the light of the gospel to shine throughout the world, 
grant, we beseech thee, that we, having h» wonderflil 
tonverston in remembrance, may show forth our 
thankfulness unto thee for the safne, by fbllowing 
the holy doctrines which he taught, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." So on " St. Peter's Day," and 
••St. James the Apostle," and "St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle," and " St. Matthew the Apostle," 
«^ St. Michael and all Angds," " St, Simon and St. 
Jude, Apostles," and « All Saints Day," we have 
the same utter want of allusion to the Christian duty 
of spreading the gospel — as if none of these Apostles 
had ever done any thing in sych a cause, or as if 
** St. Michael" and " All the Saints" had no interest 

in the universal dUfwon of CkristianitT. It i$ ro- 
6* 

Digitized by V3»J*^VIC 



64 

markftftle, we thinlr, that so many <*oonect8** emM 
have b^n made by Christian men, without a recoU 
lection that the " Saints" whose virtues are thus com** 
mended, were distinguished more than ibr any thing 
else in spreading the gospel among the heathen, and 
th^t the thing in which the church ought specifically 
to imitate them is their fidelity in obeying the Re« 
deemer's last command. A missionary society, or 
a missionary efibrt, whether in connection with other 
Ohristiftns or by themselves, is a thing we believe 
unknown to the constitution of the Episcopal church* 
That constitution contemplates a regularly organized 
congregation, and all the efibrts which are made fay 
that church in behalf of missions are e/fforia not con- 
templated by her liturgy. 

2. Revivals of religion are not contemplated by 
the Prayer-book. We believe that this would be ad^ 
verted to by the high-church party as an evidence tsi 
the excellence of the book itself, if not as a proof of 
its semi-inspiration. But the evangelical party have 
diflfeVent views of the desirableness of such works of 
grace. We believe that they as sincerely rejoiceas 
others do when the Spirit of God descends with power 
on a people, and when many are brought simultane- 
ously to embrace the Saviour. In the proper mea* 
sures for promoting such a work, they sympathize 
with their brethren of other churches. They would 
dwell on the same topics in preaching ; urge with the 
same ardour the doctrines of depravity, of justtfioa* 
tion by faith, and of the necessity of regeneralbn by 
the Holy Spirit, and give substantially the same 
counsel to an inquiring sinner. They admit the 
efficacy of protracted services, or as they choose te> 
call them, ** associations;" aid io addition to i 
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t of a << TokiBtary^ character, th^ propoie to . 
avail themselves of what would otherwise be the 
cold and beDumbing ioflueoce of the long season of 
fasting in " Lent." But what is the relation of the 
Prayer-book to such effi>rt8? What aid could be 
derived from that book in a work of grace? What 
"would be the efiect of the sole use of that book in en- 
deavouring to promote a revival of religion, or in 
conducing it? There is nothing in that book that 
18 adapted to promote what is commonly termed a 
revival of religion ; and there is nothing in the book 
that is fitted to the thrilling scenes of such a work* 
There are no prayers that careless sinners may be 
awakened; none that inquirers may be guided to 
Christ ; none that would express the desires of a 
<^rch in behalf of those who are asking what they 
must do to be saved. If these things are made the 
object of petition in an Episcopal church, it must be 
by the appointment of " prayer meetings" — assem* 
blages that are not contemplated, as we have already 
teen, by the Episcopal constitution. We have heard 
it said that a Presbyterian minister once went into aa 
inquiry meeting, and commenced the services of the 
evening by this question : " Can ycu tell me, how. 
doth Christ execute the office of a priest?" The 
Episcopal Prayer-book is not as well adapted to the 
fltate of things in a revival of religion, as the use of 
llie Assembly's Shorter Catchism would be if pro«. 
pounded through and through to those composing^ 
such a meeting. There is not a feature of the book 
that is adapted to such a work of grace. Whether 
this is not an advantage in favour of the book, we 
are aware is a point on which many Episcopaliane 
would diSht materially from us. We say only that. 
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if tliein are to be levtrab of rei%ioii in the ehuYc^ 
they must be conducted in some other way than by^ 
the use of the Prayer-book. 

8. The efforts for the promotion of religicMi among 
tiie youfig as a distinct c1ass> is a thing unknown ta 
the constitution of the Episcopal church, and all at- 
tempts to promote Sabbath Schools, whether in the 
hosom of the church as a sectarian matter, or on a, 
more geoeral scale in union with other denomina-^ 
tioae, is a departure from the teachings and the de^ 
signs of the liturgy* The Sabbsdh £hool is an ia- 
stitution which has grow a up sonde two hundred 
yeans since the Prayer-book was arranged for the 
use of the Anglicaji church, and it has never been 
modified in the least degsee U> adapt it to the grand 
enterprise of teaching the Bible to tlie young, tl^ugh 
nore than fifty years have elapsed since God began 
to set the undounted seal of his blessing to the efibrta 
of Robert Raikes* The Prayer-book, as we nom 
have it, is the *' petrified wisdom of the age of 
Elizabeth," and it does not adapt itself even to the 
undoubted Christian institutions of an advanced period 
of the world. The only arrangements in the Prayer^ 
book which contemplate the mstruction of the young 
at all, are found in the catechism. The amount of 
instruction contemplated t^ere is, the Lord's Prayer, 
the creed, and the ten comnuindments, and a careful 
initiation into the mystery of baptismal regeneratioa, 
end the expression of a settled belief on the part of 
tile child, that by baptism he was made " a member 
of Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven.'' This great defect of the Epis- 
copal church ; this fact that there is an utter forget- 
idness m her forms of the young, and an utter waj^l 
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cf adaptedneas in her nutitotioiui to tbeoi, ti thus • 

caodldly admitted by Archbishop Whately. He ob* ^ 
serves, "the liturgy is evidently neither adapted, 
nor deigned for children, even those of such an age 
as to be fully capable of joining in congre^tional 
worship, were there a service suitably composed on 
purpose for them. To frame and introduce such a 
service would not, I think, be regarded as • trifling 
improvement, if we could but thoroughly get rid. of 
the principle of the Romish lip-service." — Sssays on. 
Romanism^ ch. i. 5. This is a candid confession ; 
but we do not believe that it is possible for the Epi6« . 
copal church, so long as her forms are used, to " get 
rid of the Romish principle of lip-service." 

4. Prayer meetines are not contemplated by th^^ 
Episcopal service. There is no arrangiement in the 
Prayer-book for such meetings, nor so far as we have, 
been able to examine, is it once intimated that they- 
would be desirable or proper. If they are ever held* 
they are a departure from the system, or an attempt* 
to engrail on the system that which is no part oft 
Opiscopacy. Nothing would be more unfitted for 
what is ordinarily designed by a prayer meeting, than 
the use of the forms of the Episcopal church. We 
believe that those ministers of that persuasion who 
patronize such meetings, never think of using, the 
liturgy on such occasions, unless it may be, to save 
appearances, and we are certain that the high church 
party are consistent and Episcopally right in their 
opposition to such assemblages. 

5. All union on religious subjects with other de^ 
nominations, we regard as in like manner at variance 
with the spirit of Episcopacy. There is in the Prayer- 
book no recognition of any other churches as such> 
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of any ortber irtinbtentbaii those whe bm Bj^MsofwAjr 

ordained, or of any organization for the promotion 
of religious objects except /* the church,*' with her 
** bishops, priests and deacons." In the Prayer- 
book, we find no admission even that others are cmt 
can be Christians. We think there is but one allu- 
sion in the fbrms of prayer to any Christians othar 
than those of the Episcopal sect, and that oocura in 
these words 2 " We pray fbr thy holy church uni- 
versal, that it may be guided and governed by tby 
good Spirit; that all who profgae and caU tkem- 
selves Christians may be led in the way of troth, and 
hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peaee, 
and in righteousness of life.'^ There is no prayer 
o^red for ministers of other deoominationa-^no al- 
lusion Whatev^ to them* The prayers for minis- 
ters of the gospel are always in the forms (blk)vHog: 
** Send down upon our bishops and other clergy, awl 
upon the congregations committed to their oharge, 
the healthAil spirit of thy grace.'' «< Make, we be- 
seech thee, all btshops and pastors diligeotly to 
preach thy holy word, and the people obe^ntly lo 
fbllow the same." The recognition of another ckurofa 
than the Episcopal, or of other ministers of the gospel 
than the Episcq)al, is a thing unknown to the Prayerw 
book. It contemplates no union with others, alludes 
to no common action with them, and evidently sup- 
poses that the great interests of religion in the world 
will not be carried forward by voluntary associa- 
tions, or by union with others, but by the organin^ 
tion under the " three orders." We* have felt grate- 
fbl for the aid which some ek)quent and zealous 
Episcopalians have rendered in the distribution of the 
Bible, and of Tracts, and in the support of tbeSoa- 
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hare never bad but one feeling in regard to the cod- 
mstBfBcy of thia with Epiecojpacy. We have regarded 
it as a departure from the constitution of their churcbt 
wad wbalerer independent zeal a few may show iW 
« time in these catholic moT^nentai we anticipate 
lb*l the period is not fer distant when the toiee of an 
Epiecopalian will no longer be heard at the anniver- 
aaries of our national institutions^ and that the only 
4ud which Episcopacy will render to the .cause of 
'dhffiitiog Chnstianity, will be under her own di^- 
itwetire organization. There is now fet lesd dis- 
position to unite with others, than there was a dozen 
years ago ^^-^^uocessiye ye^rs will show it to be less 
and less* 

Our next thought in regard to the efforts of loW- 
dxirchmen, is, that as fer as we understand the sub- 
ject, those efibrts are all at Tariance with the doctrinal 
views of the church. We allude now to the opposi- 
•tion to Pusoyism) or the Oxford theology^ We speak 
'here or the presumption that those who are low- 
churohmen will be m the main opposed to that 
system of belieil On that oontroversy we have 
looked from the oommencemeAt with great in- 
terest, not with reference to the question whether 
Puaeyism is in aceordanoe with the Bible — for in 
regard to that we see not how a question Can be 
raised— but with reference to the question whether 
it is not the true spirit of Episcopacy, and is not in 
accordance with the views prevailing at the time 
when the Prayer-book was arranged, and tho^ ex- 
pressed by the standard writers of the Episcopal 
church. We do net propose now to go into an ojC- 
4HniB«taon of these queatioofb hut it may be of some 
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ittterM to thofte wlio are in the Bpiseopai diureh to 
know how these things crppear to those who are with- 
out* We regard, then, the Piiseyiles as enthely in 
the right in this controversy, so far as Episcopacy 18 
concerned ; wholly wrong so far as it relates to the 
Bible. We think that those who are opposed to the 
Oxford theology are engaged in the most hopeless 
of all controversies ever waged, so long as they make 
their appeal to their own Prayer-book, or the early 
standard writers of the Episcopal denomination* 
We have no doubt that if the views of Dr. Pusey 
ftttd Mr. Newman were to prevail in the Episcopal 
church, the church would be substantially in the 
MOie position in which it was in the days of Eliza- 
beth. It was but half reformed. It retained then a 
large part of the o^nsive features of Romanism, and 
those views were embodied in the Prayer-book. The 
doctrine of baptismal regeneration, of the opus opera' 
tarn of the sacraments, of the real presence, and of the 
intermediate state ; the veneration of saints, the ap- 
pointment of festival days in commemoration of their 
virtues, the pomp and pageantry of worship, the sign 
of the cross, bowing at the name of Jesus, the holi- 
ness of the church and tlie altar, and the sacredness 
of the consecrated burying-place, all, with numerous 
similar things, are part and parcel of Romanism, and 
not of the religion of the New Testament. To bring 
back the Episcopal church to the views entertained 
on these subjects in the time of Elizabeth, which we 
understand to be the declared aim of Dr. Pusey, 
would be to establish the sentiments advanced in the 
Tractarian theolc^. The views of Dr. Pusey in 
his celebrated aermon on the eucharist, which was 
the oocasiOQ of his ^ispmosion, we think are abnn- 
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daatly lualaiBsd by the qoolatioM which ha hw 
made from the itandard writera of the Epiaoefial 
church ; and unlesa our evangelical brethven in that 
church will change their mode of argument, and ap« 
feal solely to the Bible, we aie nciorally eertain thai 
Ibey are destined to inevitable defeat. The Prayer* 
hook and the Fathers of the Episcopal church, will 
sustain their adversaries. An honest appeal to ilm 
Kbie, however, in the case, would be fatal to Epia^ 
oopacy, and if persevered in must rend the Episeopai 
church in twain. 

There is but one other thought which we propoat 
to submit in reference to the present position of tho 
evangelical party in the Episcopal church. It re» 
lates to their own' consistency injthw ^brts to 
mingle with Christians and Christian ministers oS 
other denominations* We have, already intimated 
that the principles on which this is done are well 
defined and understood. They never associate wkh 
the ministers of other denominations as Christian 
ministers. They never invite them to preach for 
them, but uniformly say when the! questionJioomes 
before them, that they can not reciprocate an act oi 
ministerial courtesy of this kind. They never re- 
cognize the right of non-Ef^soopal ministers to ad* 
minister the sacraments of the church.'%They never 
recognize their ordination as an ordinatioa to the 
Christian ministry, and never suppose that a mmirter 
from another denomination, excej^ the Papain can 
be su^red to officiate in an Episcopal church with* 
out renouncing his fonner ordination, and perchance 
his baptism too, and submit to the impotttion of the 
hands of the piehUe. These aod|kindrsd acts on 
their part, force us almost inevitably ta the cooolo* 
6 
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mm tiUbt, inooRMMB wAl tMr higlHriMiKli tvatlitfeD, 
ihej icgard the Episcopal as the oaly Cliristiaii 
alMiteb, and consider aH othcis, mimstidrs aoA peo* 
fk&j as left to the *^ cmoovstiaiDted mercies of God.'^ 

Yet there is mudi tiiat we can not reooncHe with 
this* There is a seal ton the truth which looks «s 
if they r^rded the vital doctrines of Christiaoity at 
of more importance than its fbnns* There is an 
honest eflbrt to psonottt the great olijects con(Mfr> 
philed by the |;ospel, wfaish seems to rise ahoTS all 
4he narrow confinement of sectarian^efibrtsr There 
ki in some things^ inch a hearty milling with other 
Chrtttia»8, and saeh a zeal in promoting Iheco w w w 
•bjects of oar selii^ony as to lead MS for a tiitie to Ibrger 
Ibe subject of Episcopacy ^ Md to rejoice ia them ae 
eo-worhers with aU otheir» in the glorious 4iS6ttB to 
spread the gospel. There- is soeh impatieDce of 
-restrakit, and each a declared purpose nof to he let- 
tered by forms and fM^ to be limited to the narrow 
Tiew s of a ** seot»^^ that we begin toaskwithcooc»ni» 
whether^ ia ottr apprehensions of th^br attachment tb 
Episeepacy, we hx^e not done them essential injue- 
tioe. There are ooeasionally such Memm dedam* 
tions made in such publie places, that ihey ** mU not 
he confined wi^in the narrow walls of a sect, nor be 
prevented from looking oat 6n the broad Christian 
wiK>rld, and sympathking with other Christians,'' thit 
we are constrained to ask, whether we have rightly 
naderstood the true interpretation of the other posi- 
kkms which they have taken, or whether— a ooa^ 
cluswn whieh we will avoid if possib]e>-^l this is 
eakf for the purpose of ei^t, and is designed uiti* 
mately mors and more to give EpMOOpoey favom" in 
4be aightcif the oooomuotty. 
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Now M «ntagoBbt 9mi frreoMMsBaiAe mn ibMir 
fieikions of the evangelieat party in the Episcopal 
dnirdi, that we should be glad to propound to soiii^ 
of the leaders of that party a few questioDSi and we 
take the liberty of submitting them here, with the 
hope, that through their papers they will (lirnish to 
the community an answers 

The Arst would be this. Do tlie evangelical party 
legard the ministers of other denominations as in an^ 
sense antheriaed miaisters of the gsspd, and their 
churches as trae churches? If they ilo^whieh w« 
do not believe to be the case)— then we ask of them, 
wiiy they are never in any proper winr so reoog* 
nixed t Why do they not eoroe out ana openly say 
net Why do they never admit them to their put- 
pitsl Why do they never protest against their being 
ire-ordained when one of their number leaves the 
ehurch of his fathers, and enters the serviee of the 
Episcopal denominationt Why do they submit to 
the gross public indignity efibred to the Protestant 
eliurehes by the uniibrm acts of the %isoopcl 
ehurch, admitting a Catholic priest at once to cifli* 
eiate at her altars without re-^Nrdinatien ; demanding 
that every other minister shaR be ordained I 

If in reply to these qnestioas they should say, that 
<Jbejf regaird the ministm of other denominations m 
having a right to preach and administer the «aera« 
ments, and consider the ordinances administered by 
them as valid, but that the *^ canons^ of their churdh 
will not allow them to express this belief by any pub- 
lic act, or to reciprocate any aet of ministerial fbl- 
lowship, then we would ask ef them as independent 
Christian men, how they can sufibr their oonscienosn 
and their hearts to be ftttsied mid tranneled bfi 
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flocbcanonsf Hpwcan thcQrcOMeotto raoaio ia. 

« position wbere they can not express in any proper 
way the honest convictions of their minds, and act as 
freemen? How can they peacefully minister in a 
communion where the very nature of the institutions 
is a well understood exclusion of all other churches 
as having no valid ministry and no valid sacraments 1 
How can they, by !tbeir conduct, hold up all other 
churches as lefl to the ^' uncovenanted mercies of 
God ?" The Episcopal sect, as such, is a small part 
of the Christian world. In this land it is, and it will 
oontinue to be, among the '' smallest of the tribes of 
Israel." Its communicants are few in comparison 
with those of other denominations. Its ministers ara 
also comparatively few, and in point of talent, learn- 
ing, piety 9 and moral worth, are not eminent above 
all others. Jf it be so, that other churches are true 
churches, and other ministers are true ministers^ 
then they have the common right of all Christians^ 
to be recognized as such by all their Christian bre* 
tbren. That is no desirable position for a man to 
place himself in, who believes that these are true 
churches, but who is habitually constrained to speak, 
and act as i^they were not, and so to act as to leave 
the impression that he regards them as on the same 
platform in regard to salvation, as the Jew, the Turkic 
and the infidel. And yet this is the fair interpreta- 
tion .of the conduct of the Episcopalian. Almost the 
smallest denomination in our country habitually acts,i 
as if the great body" of Methodists, Baptists, Presby- 
terians, and Congregationalists, had no claim to the 
character of a church, and were to be treated as 
those on whom the light of Christianity has never 
xisen* The most emine&tioinistejis of the land« living. 
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and dead, are to be regarded as preachoig witbonf 
aathorky, and as intruwrs in the sacred office. Of 
the departed, Eliot, and Edwards, and Bellamy, and 
Dwight, are never to be spoken of as true ministers 
of tt^ gospel; of the^living, that honoured appellation 
should not be given to Beecher, Alexander, Woods, 
Stuart, or Nott. Hall, in our fhther-land, was no 
true minister ; Wesley was one only because he had 
been touched by Episcopal hands ; Summerfield had 
neither there nor here a right to preach, and nine* 
tenths of the effective ministry of our ceuntry ari9 
to be regarded in no other light than intruders and 
imposters. Now do the evangelical party in the 
Episcopal church believe this? If they do not, we 
call upon them by every sentiment of honour and 
religion, to say so. If they can not do this and re- 
main in the bosom of Episcopacy, then we call upon 
them to act the man and the Christian, and to seek 
a connexion where they can say this, and can ad 
out the honest conviction of their souls. We do not 
understand the constitution of that man who can 
quietly remain in a connexion where, by a fair inter- 
pretation, his conduct will do an enormous wrong 
habitually to the great mass of his Christian bre* 
thren, and where this interpretation of his conduct 
will express a constant (klsehood in regard to his own 
opinions. 

But if the evangelical EpiscopaNan should say, 
that he does not regard the ministers of other deno* 
minations as having a right to preach and to admi<i 
nister the sacraments, then we have another question 
to propose. Why is not this honestly avowed t 
Why is there not on his part always a course (rf* 
conduct ^stir^y consistent wiA this? Why is there 
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ever any such tmnglttig wMi o%er deaomiAS^BiM, m- 
to leave any cbubt in regard to this matter? His 
high-church brethren never act in such a way as to 
leave room for an ambiguous interpretation of their 
TieWs, and we honour them for their consistency. 
We know where to find them. It is always in the 
^iscopal church, and they never so far forget tbenm 
selves as to convey the impression that they iiave 
ever heard that there is any other church. If the 
low-churchman holds the same views in regard td 
the church and the tninistry, then what means all 
the declamation which we h€«r about his own catho* 
He and liberal views, and his determination noi to be 
fettered and manacled ? 

We take our stand here. If the evangelical Epis» 
copalian regards other churches as true churches^ 
•nd other ministers as true mmisters, we havee right 
to know it. If he does not, then the community hae 
a right to know what Episcopacy is. If it is essen* 
tially narrow, and exclusive; if it recognizes no other 
communion as a true church, and regards all otheie 
as left to the uncovenanted mercies of God, then il 
is a right which the community has, to unekrstand 
this. Episcopalians are every where endeavouring 
to win the young from the churches of their fathers* 
L^t us understand fully what the system is, and lei 
not the youth of the land, won by great professions 
of catholicity and zeal for the common <»U8e, be 
drawn blindfbld into a communion that is essentially 
exclusive of all others, and where the first act of fattk 
must be the expression of a belief, that a father and 
mother worship in a conventicle, and are baptized 
and buried under the ministry of laymen. 

We have spoken freely » but not in anger* It ia 
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^ wejidievt that dioM hvetliraa who am 

mideavouriiig to infijae the evangelical principle into 
the Epiaoopal church, are not good men, that we 
hare made these remarks* We consider it an honour 
that we are permitted to number some among them at 
pur personal friends, and there are many among 
them at whose feet we would regard it as a privilege 
to sit down* Among the living of this class, fve 
doubt not there are some as holy men as the church 
embosoms, and among the dead, there are those 
whoae memory will be cherished as long as piety, elo« 

?uence, and moral worth, are honoured on the earth* 
'he name of Bedell will not be, and should not be, 
forgotten. This land has known few noen who havo 
done more honour to the ministry than he did. His 
ailvery tones, his placid manner, his clear enuncia^ 
tkm, his unshrinking fidelity, his inde&tigable toils. 
Us meek, pure, unobtrusive Christian spirit, his large* 
liearted liberality toward all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ, can not be forgotten by the multitudes who 
bung on his lips as a preacher, and who loved him 
as aman* 

But we regard these brethren as labouring in an 
impracticable work, and in a work which it would 
not be desirable to accomplish if it could be done — 
an attempt to blend the spirit of the gospel with the 
feligion of forms. The experiment has now beea 
iairly made. It can not be hoped that it will be made 
under better auspices, and we regard it as destined to 
inevitable failure. As we love pure evangelical re« 
ligion, therefore, we think it right to state what we 
think must be the result of the experiment, and to set 
before the churches the principles which are involvedl 
aa the controversy* 
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We AMi ako, Aat i3m^ hu bMn m «rror M 
iOm denomkiatkjns of ChrkAuw m this matter.^ 
Them has been a fi»ling, the correctness of which- 
no one seemed to regard it as proper to doubt, that 
the Episcopal sect was to be numbered in the family 
of evangelical churches, and -that other chuvches* 
should lend their influence to inAjse the evang^ical 
spirit more and mope into that communion. Under 
the influence of that desire, pious and devoted young 
men have bisen advised to throw themselves into that 
cbmmunion, with the hope^ that they might do more 
to promote the great cause, by attemptii^ to difRise 
the spirit of Christ through the religion of forms, 
tlmn by ministwrmg in conneilon with the church rf 
their fathers. This, we now think, was anwis* 
counsel. It was both unMnd to Bpi^jopacy, and if 
was moraUy certein that it would be a fidlure. It 
was 09 unkind as if the MethodBsl diureb, pressed 
with great concern for the Presbyterian denomlna* 
tion, should scatter its ardent sons through aft the 
presbyteries of the land, avowedly for the purpose of 
changing its policy, and difllising the tactics of We»j 
ley through the Presbyterian ranks; and it was an 
experiment ^ich, frorti the nature of the case, musi 
fail. There is a way of cflfectnally neutralizing alf 
such influence that comes in from other denomina*' 
tions. Episcopacy has the means of mfhsing its own 
principles, with singular vigour, into the heart of a 
neophyte from another church. Let the mitre once 
touch the head of a low-churchman, and a new light 
shines on his mind in regard to the apostolic succes- 
sion,, and on all the pomp and paraphernalia of pre- 
lacy; and as a New Engtend man becomes the most 
cruel of all slave-drivers, if he can be made so far te 
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fivgelr UHMrif mto b bommb a flhvMiriviv at ail, 
aoa mao from an evangatical dbnoniiialiott bteomaa 
tte most furious for prelacy, if he can be ma^ to 
far to forget himself as to become a prelate at all. 
We think it time for the erangelieal young men of 
ouf country to understaud, that if they wish to ad« 
vance the oauae of the gotpel, it ia not to be in ooq« 
sexion with the reUgion of forms. The goepel of 
Christ has elements ef moral power in itself which 
are only hindered by gorgeous external riles-^as the 
keenness of a Damascus blade is rendeied useless if 
buried within a gorgeous seabbari. 

We regard the prevailing spirit of Episeopooy, ia 
all aspects, high and low, as at variance with the 
spirit of this age aad of this land« This is an age of 
fieedom, and men will be free* The religion of 
forms is the alereotyped wisdom or folly of the past, 
aod does not adapt itself to the free movements, the 
enlai|^ views, the varying plans of this age. The 
spirit of this age demands that there shall be freedom 
ia religion; that it shall not be fettered or suppiesssd ; 
that it shall go forth to the conquest of the world* 
It is opposed to all bigotry and uncharkableness ; to 
all attempts to *< unchurch*' others ; to teaching that 
they worship in conventicles, that they are dissenters, 
or that they are led to the uncovenanted mercies of 
6od« All such language did better in the days of 
Laud and Bonner, than now. It might be appro* 
priale in lands where religion is united in the state 

— " like beauty to old age 
For intereft's lake, the living to the dead,'' 

bat it does not suit our times, or country. It makes 
a jar on American feelings. It will not be tolerated 
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by tbfai oonununkjr. Tlie s^t of this ImA is, tei 
the church of Christ is not under the Episcopal fornix 
the Baptist, the Methodbt, the Presbyterian, or the 
Congregational form exclusively; all are, to all 
intents and purposes, to be recognized as parts of the 
one holy catholic church, with no distinction of pre- 
rogative, with no right to the assumption of exclusive^ 
names, with no self-complacent expression of feeling 
that their form brings them nearer to heaven thaff 
others. There is a spirit in this land which required 
that the gospel shall depend for its success not on 
solemn processions and imposing rites, not on the 
idea of superior sanctity in the priesthood in virtue 
of their office, not on genuflections and ablutions, not 
im any virtue conveyed by the imposition of holy 
hands, and not on union with any particular churchy 
but pn solemn appeals to the reason, the c(H)science« 
the immortal hopes and fears of men, attended hf 
the holy influences of the Spirit of Grod ; and whieb 
demands that the devotion which from age to age v» 
to be breathed forth on our hills and along our val* 
leys, should be that pure worship which proceeds 
from the heart, worshiping God in spirit and i» 
truth. 



THB END* 
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